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Durga Puja, Puspanjali and some great moments 

                           8th Year Durga Puja  2022 

                      10/01/2022-10/02/2022 Mechanicsburg, PA 
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                               From Sampriti Editorôs Deské 
Lessons from Adversity: Sampriti-CSCPA's Journey Through the Pandemic 

In the 21st century, our lives have been marked by two major 
events that left an indelible impact on our collective psyche. 
First, the tragic events of 9/11 and its far-reaching aftermath 
shook the world, leaving us in awe of the  unknown. Then, the 
unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic brought life to a  
standstill, forcing us to confront our mortality and the  
fragility of human  existence. Like a sudden and unexpected 
loss, of someone dear,  these events prompted many of  us to 
reflect on the triviality of our everyday concerns. They raised 
profound questions about our priorities and the way we live 
our lives. Could we not  create a better world through greater 
understanding and reconciliation of our  differences? 
 
Both events compelled us to view ourselves as ordinary  
humans, susceptible  to the same mistakes and vulnerabilities. 
The COVID-19 pandemic, in  particular, unleashed a  
shockwave of uncertainty, where the possibility of  
survival for ourselves and our loved ones hung in the  
balance. Thankfully, the ingenuity of the human mind  
prevailed, and we witnessed the development of  life-saving 
vaccines. Humanity, after enduring countless losses,  
managed to survive a catastrophic disaster. The question that 
now lingers is, did we truly  learn the lessons these events had 
to offer, or have we returned to our pre-pandemic lives,  
consumed once again by petty concerns? 
 
This reflection brings us to the story of Sampriti-CSCPA in 
the post-pandemic world. Physically surviving the pandemic 
while cocooned in our living rooms and working from home 
was one challenge, but adapting to the post-pandemic 
reality presents another. This year's Durga Puja, the  
culmination of years of effort, takes on a special significance 
against this backdrop. 
 
The journey began when two new families proposed the idea 
of a Durga Puja on Thanksgiving Day in 2011, a dream that 
seemed distant with only a handful of families. The proposal 
for Saraswati Puja followed, with the promise of a  
Durga Puja after three successful Saraswati Pujas. The first 
Sarbojanin Saraswati Puja in the greater Harrisburg Area took 
place in 2012, and after three successful Saraswati  
Pujas, the dream of a Durga Puja became a reality in 2015. 
 
In 2023, we are celebrating the 9th year of Durga Puja, and 
we extend a warm welcome to all who joined us to make it a 
joyful event. We also look forward to the 10th year Durga 
Puja Celebration in the coming year. 
 
During the past year, Sampriti-CSCPA embarked on various 
remarkable endeavors. The 2022 Durga Puja was a  
resounding success, and for the first time,  Diwali was  
celebrated with many of you. Saraswati Puja witnessed the  
participation of numerous young talents, leaving us  
overwhelmed by the response. The Food and Cultural Expo 
organized by Sampriti was an instant hit,  attracting more than 
300 guests. Our participation in the India Day parade  

and the Bengali Sweet Stall added to the festivities and  
garnered significant attention. We are immensely grateful to 
all the volunteers who dedicated their time and efforts to 
these causes. 

 
 
Furthermore, we had the privilege of contributing to the 
greater good. Sampriti-CSCPA organized a charity event to 
raise funds for "Riya Dutt's campaign for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society" and raised $2925. As part of our  
commitment to giving back, we plan to donate to the  
Central Pennsylvania Food Bank and  to the CHUM  
preschool during this year's Durga Puja celebration. These 
acts of charity were made possible only through your  
support and generosity. 
 
In these trying times, Sampriti-CSCPA serves as a shining 
example of resilience and community spirit. As we navigate 
the challenges of a post-pandemic world, let us not forget 
the lessons learned during our shared ordeals. Let us  
continue to come together, celebrate our cultural heritage, 
and work towards a more understanding and compassionate 
world. In the face of adversity, Sampriti-CSCPA  
has shown that it is not just a cultural organization but a 
beacon of hope in the community. 
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                           8th Year Durga Puja  2022 
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