Sek cﬁm/ﬁ/‘/&‘/'—&/tam/ fa&/ec% af Central /06/(/(%%/'&/(/&

2018 Annual Magazine Srijan Volume 3

—— STENG —

SAMPRITI

— SFacdhifer ——

lival Saciely of CCenbial QPennsyloan
ST Al WET hadl I s

Let noble thoughts come to us from all sides




cﬁﬂ/ﬂ/‘/f/i—ga/taﬁa/ fw/ééy af Central /De/(/(&y/ua/(/a

Durga Puja September 23rd-24th, 2017

Good Hope Station Community Room, Mechanicsburg, PA

Puspanjali, Dance, Song, Drama by local talents
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Durga Puja September 23rd-24th, 2017

Good Hope Station Community Room, Mechanicsburg, PA

Solo Dance, Group Dance, Audience, Dhunuchi Dance
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From Sampriti Editor’s Desk....

Adieus to Summer’18, Welcome Autumn *18. And so is
the time for our great Festival, Durga Puja.
Come September, and Fall colors mark the advent of the
Festivities which we have been looking forward to since
Mother Durga said ‘Bye’ to us in 2017. Now, the Autumn
color fiesta is draping the US East Coast, especially our
area of Greater Harrisburg, with its gorgeous shades- al-
most creating a Sonata on the canvas of Harrisburg Land-
scape. And ‘Sampriti” members, with the color of positivity
and enthusiasm in their hearts, are gearing up to welcome
Goddess Durga for the 4 consecutive year in Harrisburg.
This Festival is, in every spirit, the ‘Festival of Joy’- the joy
that cleans all the negativities, disappointments, anxieties,
from the surroundings and our everyday life and reassures
us to beam with nothing but a clean mind and heart. And
the Team Sampriti believes in this.
We, at Sampriti, live the philosophy, from the ancient texts
of Hindu religion, which states:

“Aano bhadra kratavo yantu vishwatah”.
This means “Let noble thoughts come to us from all direc-
tions”
Yes, ‘Sampriti’ stands for only noble thoughts, and its
members are bound by the love and affection stemming
out of these noble thoughts. And the name ‘Sampriti’
means love amongst ourselves, love amidst all.
These noble thoughts have been our guiding force since its
very inception. The year 2017 was a remarkable year of
achievement for Sampriti, with two successful cultural
shows being organized in the Greater Harrisburg Area
(Sagnik Sen and Srikanta Acharya- two leading vocalists
from India enthralled the Harrisburg people with their
performances), fun filled Picnic at scenic venue of Susque-
hannock Park located by the River Susquehanna (on the
borders of Maryland), eventful Durga Puja’17 with more
than 30 families participating , and almost 60 families at-
tending, and a humble Saraswati Puja (in praise of God-
dess Saraswati- the Goddess of Learning) done with devo-
tion and pious arrangements.

And all these achievements have been because of the pos-
itive spirit and belief of Sampriti Team in the principle of
Noble thoughts and action. As it is famously said
“Community does not form by Numbers, it does so
by the Intent”- Sampriti believes and lives the same.
And that’s why, Sampriti, the Cultural Society of Central
Pennsylvania, embraces people from all the cultures and
backgrounds to be part of their festivities. So, in true
sense, we are an Indian Cultural organization in Greater
Harrisburg Area.

Friends, with open arms, we ask you to join us in Sam-
priti’s annual event of Sharodiya (Autumn) Durga Puja
and experience the joy manifested from the immense
blessings of Goddess Durga and the selfless love and af-
fection of all the participating children of the same Moth-
er (Goddess Durga) as we believe that we all are the chil-
dren of immortal Bliss.

We look forward to having you in other following events
too continuing through 2018 and 2019.

“Those who wish to sing always find a song”’- Sam-
priti is singing the song of glory. Friends...Join us in the
choir!!l
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Mega Musical Evening with Legend Srikanta Acharya, October 7, 2017
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A soulful Musical Evening with live band
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Nostalgic moments from the past events

Mabhalaya, Sanskriti Dance, Sagnik Sen, Saikat Haldar, Durgotonashni, 7 Heroines of Tagore
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Help!
Mythili Pai, Hershey, PA

Bang! Bang! We were in trouble and we knew it. My
stomach was churning with mixed emotions. My sister’s
teeth were chattering so loud that they might have been
heard from the other side of school.

“Calm down” I told her in a steady voice.

“How can I calm down if we are locked in this school

forever and ever”
“Well... I could go look for an unlocked door so we
could get outdoors”. I told her in an uncertain way.

—

“Yep” I confirmed

“That mean we will be stuck in the building for the rest
of winter break! “My sister whispered

My gasps answered the comment

“We will have no food, water, no heat, but wotst no win-
ter break” Kavya yelled. We might die because of
starvation ofr... or frostbite.

She was right except for the death part. We were not go-
ing to die from frostbite or starvation, but what would
we do mopping around the grey tiled floor, and why
would we want to spend our winter break eating soggy
pizzas and moldy bread while our friends would be eating
delicious meals. Suddenly, my thoughts were interrupted
by a faint sound that sounded like footsteps.
SHHHHH. ..

“You hear that Kavyar” “Someone's coming”. “Quickly
hide so we can find out who it is,” I whispered. We
quickly hid behind the antique desk that the teachers
thought would be valuable someday. Just then, the foot-
steps got closer, and soon two stick like legs went past
us. Slowly rising from our hiding spots, a tall figure

“Wait a second” Kavya said. “Today is December 21st”

pasted us, because of our distance we couldn't tell if it
was a lady or man.

Creeping up from our spot I tip-toed following the
“thing”. Before I could move a muscle, the person
came to a halt. I knew this meant it had reached its
destination, but a thought crept my mind: Why would
the man or woman, stop at a blank empty wall. Sec-
onds later the person pressed the wall, and there sud-
denly a secret passageway appeared, and the mysteri-
ous figure jumped in. I slowly crossed the hallway,
and found out the wall hid a camouflaged white but-
ton. No wonder I never noticed that I thought.
Sprinting down the hall I quickly went to the antique
desk that my sister was hiding by.

“Quick there’s something weird going on, follow
me”.

“What!!ll” Kavya yelled

“Just follow me” I said in frustration.

Just then the same old footsteps came creeping our
way.

“Let’s hide” My sister whispered.

We slowly went to the nearest classroom. On the
teacher’s name board it said in big bold letters MRS.
BREAM 4th GRADE TEACHER ROOM#74.
Scrambling through the chairs and desks we reached
the back of the classroom. We knew we were think-
ing the same thing.

“Get back here and hide” we both exclaimed at the
same time. Hiding back behind the desk I noticed a
piece of paper. It was small and round, but crinkled
up. Picking the wrinkled paper I read it aloud so 1
could draw my sisters attention. It said in a fancy
font: To Mrs. Bream “Meet us at 5:00 in the secret
passage”. Don’t show this note to anyone! After
reading the note we raised up from our spots, but
suddenly a loud banging sound was heard from the
door. It was so loud I thought I would go

deaf! Slowly my sister crept up and peeked from the

eye hole.

Its Mrs. Bream!” She screamed
“Here just open the door and then run as fast as you
can so you won’t get caught” As I told my sister,

Q%rijEn
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Help!
Mythili Pai, Hershey, PA

opened the latch, and speed ran all the way zig-
zagging.

“You reached just in time”. We both high fived. I was
right, Mrs. Bream just opened the door burst in and
yelled

“Who walks in my classtoom” We both closed our
mouth shut so we wouldn't say a word. Then, after not
hearing a sound of any kind she shuffled through the
papets.

“Here it is the paper Zoey wrote me”. Then Mrs.
Bream not knowing we were hiding in her classroom
said out loud everything written on the note.

“We’re so lucky we put that note back in the pile” Ka-
vya murmured

“Yep but we have to follow Mrs. Bream and see what
secret thing she's talking about.” Mrs. Bream immedi-
ately left the room, but before leaving we made a smart
move and swooped Mrs. B’s phone so we could have
proof... We finally reached the same wall I had secen
the button against. Once again Mrs. Bream pressed the
camo button. Same as before a steep hole appeared,
and Ms. B jumped in. This time we jumped in a few
second after so we wouldn't be caught.

“Whoop”. “That was a tremendous ride” my sister
whispered. We tiptoed slowly and.... “What the heck”.
We both screamed. Millions of small gold coins and
colorful gems covered the steep floor.

“Who is following me”. It was Mrs. Bream.

“Um...”

“You’re a thief” my sister finished the sentence for me.
“Now” My sister said in a loud whisper. . Fetching the
phone from my pocket I took 6 photos of Mrs.

Bream and the gold, and their evidence.

Finding Mrs. Reese, the Principal’s phone number I imme-
diately clicked CALL....

It has been 2 days since the “incident”, and 1 have been
sick because the heater was off at school... As soon as I hit
the call button on Mrs. B’s phone. Ms. Reese came to the
phone, after telling her everything. She quickly came to the
school and sorted out the problem. Apparently, Mrs. Bream
was in the salary’s chamber which no one knew about in-
cluding Mrs. Reese herself. She talked to the secretary, and
finally they fired Mrs. Bream.

“She should have told us if
she knew the secrets of the
salary chamber.” “Thanks girls

ot helping us find the criminal
of the school” Immediately,
Mrs. Reese called our parents,
- and in a few seconds, they were
here at the school. After we
were back home, we caught
fever. “Looks like we won't be
- going anywhere this winter
time”, mom had said.
© “Who cares” I had told her.
“We are going to be famous,
- Mrs. Reese had said it herself”.
Mom had laughed, but when
Kavya had showed her we were on the front page of the
newspaper her laughing had stopped. This was the best ad-
venture of my life. Scary, mysterious and fun all at the same

The New York Times. 2777

Titli
Arman Kazi, Hershey, PA
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Exercise and Health
Dr. J. Sinha, Mechanicsburg, PA

According to the Darwin’s Theory of Evolution, human
beings evolved from animals millions of years ago. In the
beginning, men and women had to work hard to find and
gather food. The efforts required us to exercise regularly
to survive. As time passed, we became clever. We gath-
ered food for days, weeks or months at a time. We no
longer needed to exercise daily. Yet, routine exercise re-
mained a part of our lives.

In the recent past, as we progressed on the economic
ladder, we accumulated wealth, had other people do the
work for us to meet our necessities to eat, drink and live.
Some of us were even lucky to move to other counttries,
like the United States of America and accumulated con-
siderable wealth. Daily exercise was no longer needed to
meet the needs of life.

Hundred years ago, humans lived only up to their twen-
ties or thirties. Very often, they became victim of infec-
tious diseases eatly in life. The progress in medical sci-
ences won over these early killers. We now commonly
live in our sixties to nineties. New diseases like diabetes
and heart disease have become killers. It has been ob-
served that these diseases are much less common or are
much better managed in those who exercise regularly.

Diabetes and Exercise

We all have an organ by the side of our stomach called
Pancreas. Inside this organ are cells called Beta cells.
These cells produce a hormone called Insulin. In our di-
et, the substance which gives us energy is called carbohy-
drate (glucose). After digestion, when glucose enters the
blood, it needs insulin. Insulin enables glucose to leave
blood and enter the cells of the body, as for example,
the muscle cells. Once the glucose is in the muscle cells,
the muscle can do its work.

There are two types of diabetes. Approximately 5% pa-
tients have what is called, Type 7. This type generally oc-
curs in children and young adults. It is believed that an
infectious process destroys the cells in the pancreas.
These patients are deficient in insulin. They need insulin
injection several times a day every day. However, majori-
ty of the patients with diabetes (95%) have what is called
Type 2 diabetes. These patients generally have the beta

QSr1an

in their pancreas and insulin circulates in the blood.
For unknown reasons, their insulin is not effective in
helping the glucose in the blood to enter the cells, as
for example the muscle cells. The condition is called,
insulin resistance.

DIABETES

COMPLICATIONS

GLAUCOMA

Regular exercise fights insulin resistance and helps
restore insulin sensitivity to the cells. The glucose can
now enter the cells much easily. A lot of patients,
who have required insulin injections or other diabetes
medications, can go off their medicines or need sig-
nificantly lower dozes once they begin exercising reg-
ularly. All medicines have their side effects. As for
example, patients who are on insulin injections may
risk having hypoglycemia (low sugar in the blood)
and may even pass out. Other diabetic medicines
have their own side effects. Regular exercise can re-
duce or eliminate the chances of these side effects
and enable the person to live a much healthier life.

Certain patients are prone to develop diabetes. These
include people whose both parents were diabetics,
certain women with diabetes during pregnancy and
many obese people. They are called pre-diabetics.
Appearance of diabetes in this group is either delayed
or does not develop at all with regular exercise.

b
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FEXxercise and Health
Dr. J. Sinha, Mechanicsburg, PA

High cholesterol and Exercise

For many years, the population in India has progressed
over the economic ladder. More people have entered
the ‘middle class’. They have and want everything in-
cluding rich food. It is even more so in the Indian pop-
ulation settled in the western countries like the United
States. More people have automobiles which decreases
the need or desire to walk. The cholesterol levels in
blood are higher in these populations. There are two
kinds of cholesterol- the good cholesterol (protects us
from heart disease) and bad cholesterol (gives us heart
disease). Diets rich in fat raise the bad cholesterol in
out blood.

Cholesterol & Arteries

o0 Unclogged artery

Poor blood flow

Plaque

(cholesterol buildup)

“

Regular exercise raises good cholesterol and lowers bad
cholesterol in our blood. Thus, exercise benefits us in

both ways.

Other benefits of Exercise

Exercise consumes calories and therefore reduces our
weight. Many people who ate overweight would prefer
not to cut down on their eating habits. They rather ac-
cumulate calories in the food and later ‘burn’ those cal-
ories during exercise. Other benefits include a general
sense of well-being, not feeling tired doing chores at
home, etc.

How to Exercise

There are two basic forms of exercise: aerobic and an-
aerobic. Examples of aerobic exercise include walking,
running,, treadmill-walking, bicycling, swimming, etc. an
example of an anaerobic exercise would be weight lifting.
All the benefits of exercise refer to aerobic exercise. During
an aerobic exercise, muscle activity is increased. Exercising
muscles demand increased blood flow. Increased blood flow
requires the heart to pump blood more rapidly and with
increased vigor which requires the lungs to work harder to
get rid of the carbon dioxide produced by the muscles and
to supply the muscles with more oxygen. The coordinated
functions of the lungs, the heart, the blood and the muscles
improve our stamina and the benefits stated earlier in this
article.

How long to Exercise

Any degree of exercise is beneficial. The American Heart Associa-
tion recommends to exercise continuously for at least 30 minutes

at a time and to exercise at least 4 days a week to get the full bene-
fits.
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Grand Canyon and Hoover Dam
Rishi Banerjee, Mt. Holy, PA

Last summer we took an extraordinary vacation to the
Hoover Dam and Grand Canyon! I learned a great deal
and saw a lot of beautiful scenery.

It was August and the temperature was almost 100 de-
grees Fahrenheit! We were walking around the Hoover
Dam in Nevada waiting to tour the inside of the dam.
We were dying to get inside the air conditioned visitors
center. And soon enough we were inside. Our tour start-
ed immediately and we rode a very large elevator down
about 530 feet. From there we went to the turbine room
where the power is created using water. The Hoover
Dam creates 4 billion kilowatt hours of hydroelectric en-
ergy per year! Half of our group left and went back to the
surface, but we stayed behind and went to a viewing hole
in the side of the dam. It was amazing to see the amount
of concrete used. During construction, workers used 34
million cubic yards of concrete! That’s enough to create
a highway all the way from San Francisco to New York
City! After that we went to the turbine room again and
got back in the elevator which took us to one of the spill-
ways that were around the dam. We returned to the top
and took some amazing pictures. I learned that the Hoo-
ver Dam cost $165 million U.S. Dollars (that’s about 3
trillion U.S. Dollars in today’s money)! Towards the end

of the day we were tired from the heat and the walking.
We left and drove to a hotel in Williams, Arizona..

On the second day of our Grand Canyon explora-
tion we went to the South Rim of the Grand Canyon.
It was a nice train ride from Williams, Arizona and
the view was beautiful. It was very very touristy and
you could not get a good long look into the canyon
before other tourists made their way to the canyon.

The average elevation of the South Rim is about
6,800 feet above sea level. The South Rim was very
hot. It was a dry heat and was a desert atmosphere.
We saw birds, reptiles, some rabbits, squirrels, and
deer. We also saw a lot of cactil On the train ride up
to the South Rim, we learned about controlled forest
fires to help prevent wildfires. All around the train
track we saw dead trees and black chard trees every-
where. After staying for a while we got back on the
train to Williams, Atizona and from there we drove
to Flagstaff, Arizona. We went to a local restaurant
for dinner, and went to bed eatly for a good night's
sleep to be ready for the next day.

On our way to the North Rim we stopped at the East

Rim and found Horseshoe Bend, a location not

known well to many. It was a strenuous half mile
walk to the bend. It doesn't sound like that much but
it was over hills on a very dry, sandy path. We took
some beautiful pictures. The average elevation of the
East Rim is about 4,000 feet above sea level and the
atmosphere is the same as the South Rim, a desert.

Q%rijEn
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Grand Canyon and Hoover Dam
Rishi Banerjee, Mt. Holy, PA

On our fourth day of exploring we went to the less
crowded North Rim. It took us 7 hours of driving to
get there.

The average elevation of the North Rim is about 8,300
feet above sea level. At the Visitors Center a Park
Ranger said at our current location the elevation above

sea level is 8,803 feet! It was much cooler and there

were not very many tourists because of how long the
drive is. The environment became a forest. We saw
animals such as buffalo, deer, and squirrels. We also
saw a lot of pine trees. I learned that the Grand Canyon
is only 14 miles from the North Rim to the South Rim
as the crow flies, but is about 400 miles by road! Also,
the North Rim is only open between the months of
May and October because of the extreme weather dif-
ference. Can you believe it snows there? When we ar-
rived we ate at a lodge restaurant that was made of
huge logs! We got a window seat and the view was
beautiful. Afterwards, we went to take some pictures
and walked on the trails. Some of the trails were very
narrow and you have to be very careful walking around
other people! It was much cooler there which meant we
could do more outside stuff. After hiking a little, we
drove back to Flagstaff, Arizona.

Last summer I took a unforgettable vacation that was
very scenic and educational. If I were to go back I
would visit the West Rim and learn many more facts
that I didn’t know before!

Narendra Dewri, Brooklyn, NY
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My Grandparents 50th Anniversary
Poorna Chatterjee, Plainsboro, NJ

“SURPRISE!”, the room exploded! The sounds of
a marriage began to play throughout the room. Let me
rewind, just a bit so that you can understand what's really
going on. It all started with the planning all the way from
February. We had to come up with many lies as to why
my grandma had to bring a banarasi saree; our excuse was
that we had a themed anniversary party to go to. We had
to make sure that my grandparents wouldn't suspect any-
thing so my father did not mention bringing the “special”
dresses until at the end when my grandparents were
packing. Since my dad was in India, it was easier to com-
municate as to what my grandparents needed to bring,

my grandmother a benarasi saree and my grandfather a
dhuthi and a Punjabi.

SURPREE/

For all of the preparations, there were frequent
trips to the Dollar Store for plate fillers, malls for purses
and watches, and of course the online world for the take
home gifts for the guests, our beloved friends and family.
My mom and my mom’s friend had to do all the shop-
ping in secret including the materials for boron, all the
watches, chocolates, and many more amazing gifts for
my amazing grandparents. Two weeks before the big day,
my mom and I went to my friend Tanya's house to put
together the take-home gifts for the guests while my
mom and my mom’s friend (Tanya’s mom) worked on
arranging, decorating, and wrapping the other things. The
night before at 11:30 pm, my family along with Tanya's
family went to the venue, Guru Palace with the excuse of
going out although we were really going to decorate for
the next day, August 15th.

All the goods wete loaded into the cats from Tanya's
closet (our hiding place) so we could set up everything
before we arrived the next day. While everyone worked
on finishing the decorations and the placement of every-
thing, I finished a presentation which had pictures of a
typical Bengali marriage accompanied with the beautiful
sounds of a shenai.

The next morning, my mother, my friend Tanya, her
brother, her mom, and I left for a Guru Palace eatly
so we could organize everything and get the boron
ready. We had to get the audio hooked up, we had to
get the boron organized, and of course we had to get
the World Cup Final playing on the TV screens. Af-
ter I was able to help out as much as I could, I went
ahead and changed in the bathroom as I had only
come in casual clothing. 30 minutes later, everyone
was waiting inside, waiting for my grandparents to
arrive. We started to hear commotion outside and a
family friend told us that it was indeed my grandpar-
ents. The whole room was buzzing with excitement
but was quiet as we waited for the arrival of the spe-
cial guests. The door cracked open and the ‘Ulu’ be-
gan along with the shank. My grandparents still not
realizing the surprise, my mom explained (in Bengali
of course), “This is a surprise for you, a party for

1

your 50th anniversary!”. The faces of both my grand-
ma and grandpa were in complete shock since they
were not expecting this outcome at all. Along with
my dad, I let my grandparents sit to their nicely deco-
rative *Simahasan’ in the middle of the back of the
room. I stood to the side as I watched the traditional
Bengali marriage rituals take place, starting from the
boron, to the mala bodol, to even putting on the
sindhur. I along with my many friends and family was

able to witness a great moment in one's life.

After everyone was settled and my grandparents got
over their initial shock, the emcees took over and a
joyful afternoon with performances (as planned)
started. Performances included dances, songs, poems,
and speeches. I participated in a dance along with a
friend of mine and gave a speech regarding the prepa-
rations and joy of this wonderful day. My speech was
prepared beforehand on phone so that I wouldn't
forget to mention anything but of course, there had
to be a little chaos. In the midst of the chaos of get-
ting ready, my purse was hidden among all the gifts
and my phone was in there. So, I gave an impromptu

Q%rijEn
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My Grandparents 50th Anniversary "TT?W'\‘EIEI' '
Poorna Chatterjee, Plainsboro, NJ Prashanta Majumdar, WB,India

speech which I believe was better than the one pre- WS T e SRR
pared; this was a speech filled with raw emotion and L IREG

true feeling. My parents gave speeches as well and 8
many friends performed their own pieces of love to my . © |
grandparents and in honor of their 50th anniversary! QN (RN 15T |

So much planning, hard work, and a tid bit of lying = .
pulled off the perfect surprise for my beloved grand- T CIONR
parents! This is one of my best memories and definitely NG CATHR RO

IR (O (FIN (MO

7 QU FET |

W O 510 Ol
PTHIETI TH (O
NI VAN N

ST YIS, SR 26
SR NS ™A |

one of the best surprise parties I have been to. Along
with the help of friends, we were able to pull off a

L
beautiful celebration of my grandparents great 50th 3 . ® . :

anniversary!
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The 3 Rs fereret
Arman Kazi, Hershey, PA Arman Kazi, Hershey, PA

The 3 R’s — Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle forcrelt St fofar %
are very crucial for keeping our home EIGERIICE:]

and our planet clean and safe. If we 3@ frae r3

don’t follow and practice the principles

of 3 R’s then our land, water, and air E@ﬁ qa | ;
would get polluted with harmful sub-
stances for life on Earth including 7 el wa e %

plants, animals, and us — human beings!

So let us all clean our homes, schools, W Yyu o BNl Ww’T
hospitals, cafeteria, malls and work place Fah R CICICIGI %
etc. based on the principals of 3 R’s. By

GG 1R TR gt 7 ;

reducing waste, by reusing what we can
reuse, and by recycling what we cannot

reuse, we will keep our home and our T grax == | fordat e g g

1 Earth cl fe for all livi i
E;ﬁ;_ arth clean and safe for all living mwm'ﬂ:ﬁ@%

I was in our school cafeteria eating PSR Eal de U9 TE"T %

lunch and a thought came to my mind Ba &1 9 U &R el g
that we produce a lot of waste. Whether

we are buyers or packers, what could we

do to reduce waste? I noticed boys and oIl 33T I8 SR STTQT

girls at my table and in the cafeteria 3R w3 IR ST
bring lot of plastic bags, zip-locks, dis- 2 th I

posable spoons, forks, bottles, which [ R-tc] ELRSEEH it Bl
produces a lot of plastic and other types 3e dl 3R IHH B 9 q@ Gl

of waste. In fact even I was bringing zip
-lock bags to keep separate my salty
foods from my sweet food items. I start-
ed wondering what can I do to reduce
waste and I thought if each one of us
brings something reusable then we can
reduce our waste!

Being a packer, I thought if I could
bring a lunch box with compartments so
my foods don’t get all mixed up then I
would not have to bring plastic or zip-
locks bags for my sandwiches and 1
could still keep my carrots and dry fruits
from mixing-up! So I talked to my par-
ents about it and they got me the coolest
green lunch box with many compart-
ments including reusable spoon and
fork! They did not stop at that and even
got me reusable water bottle!! Now all
that remains on my part is to say
“Thank You” to my parents and to our
planet Earth for receiving SO much
every day .

Q%rijEn
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Sunset on the Sea
Aratrika Chakraborti, Carlisle, PA
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One Valentine’s Night
Sriparna Das Banerjee, Clinton, NJ

1

45 speed limit, [ 28/29 97 (I speed (OIAIR AMHR AT |
45 speed limit NITN WCNP GBI, 45 mile /minute.

<« qTOT FAP JTHFANF zero visibility. (FN (T IV SACAT
QT G A (F G, JF5 G Ol , SRS e
PR R |

Y J19Y 5N AN G| AN O NG BT Y&
FEAI

AT 16 4 07 f6 (@ Y7 A&T FAR| ©O1R I 47
P S FAT N FNATT GF NN FIN BIPT ST
MATR | NG (G 1206 & FAHT BT WS T AR |
U THT 77 {10 (Mo &Y BICEAT PICAT Goved (BITY
AR | (F IECI WK 5. NR(AT NI (FINS residential
area Y, (T AP Laxmi T | WGy STHS 1MGTO2 4
BICY fSA19 I (o 7§ G~ | [FF already OF-1 (RIS
(I (PLEACE, 2.90 (O FLN ([@TG (91 | fﬁwaa.\so
(© X (T, WK Y TR F (A AHFI_| S
SIINCY WG TR 57 R 8T, I (N=eT i 51
(AT |

6 T (NI RN SICeT A, G7 0K T FAXT O =98
WFENTS | 4 @TN6H , N QTN N (NN 5N

QUGN RRANT WO | M g2 T AN O FIoCe (AT
T (S AMGTT ™Y |

FIG PR (ST N IFN 0T (O I FO T |

fF @12

" HICE WA 2T 279 e, 1N HE JFRA MNGT AN
B 9 , (O (3 N FICA (@09 (T | I
|

& (=17 Already late * 6 I U (NS TaF (M
NI |9NTG BT (OF S TN XCER N (AN 0T,

HAFHY NG| “(FF P S5 FIATN I (GG SHHA”
|4 I =Y N7 * Pl AP T P
151G BITTAT (7 TR {5 BTt 2T ST, USA
(9 license 8 (72 8| NG FF(H @ g T8 (42
S|

(i SN GFAF (BT PR || AN 47 (A GIfF BI
T GFTF (681 FF (718, S5 NG BT = START 2
e = |

P X AAR? Laxmi (& (FIN IR AL GHAG1 4R
(ST A0 (51 almost . W1 8/¢ TG R (MR
(IO | "FLRN OTRCA, * SN 0 |

" qfF (P (O JFGIS (NoSTE I (N3] * o Y7
TRIF 2T OIFT (TN IF M|

" @f N FET o ™ W71 fAfeR,” 01 M6 |

S (P 4 (TS BIG (AR, IR (TN F2 51
(MR ? STPIET (TP (T MG ARH; " AN G |

"SI BT N =Y T QN TAPIT QI IR
FHIOG ™A COTNTF (FIN OF , NTHMOT AN (P
T Y03 AT QT Q0O AT 01 5 ™A (F |

ST (O V9N (PT & NIHTF BT transfer A2 AR
1 o2 575 16 518 w1 = |

HG(A SN J1R(F OIp1e] JFK, P IR0 O
A FR A | Y THPE|

201§ WA (R MG AN 4B 7 (S RO (NG
TR
AL Laxmi (O, "l 57T (AR

16T CHITET , &F MG AT OIS NI <N\, * Fo
Jeed |

AN 8 (MTATR (G OBy, [5G Laxmi AT (@RAN
TR AT |

"BTAT NICNT |~ PI6 0|

“5TRG 1 FAR? WA AV @I (RIS T Wi 2
T B8 I I

"(OI T fF FAW ? HACR (ST MG ? 8F IS T2
RN (MR -

"OK "= (T (T AT ™IV 8 |

TG Laxmi (F follow FICO AMCH, (512 TN FIAMT,
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One Valentine’s Night
Sriparna Das Banerjee, Clinton, NJ

fF (O 2607 (N, Y7092 ARG 1" 6 I |

* NI, STHF O I f51RG BT (o1 NG (o2 a0
(OTCeTT, AR MIGT NI SIS 2 b it o
(AR OIRTY (FIA 5MG?

" TG AT N WNBOI T (9fF , Qo snfod
(NS ] FACO W] TY ey e o 1
AN G|

AT OIFICO AT Laxmi (R AT IR T |
"Hello, Laxmi, are you there ? " %6 f6’ 1R F(F |

Laxmi T W3p SO, USA TR W~ IR | B
TN [ G (32, AN U (ATF ST A
2o 92 AT T | GFMCNT AT OIS (RIHICA|

“Hello , Laxmi, are you there ? * %6 oS 1K F1a
W[IE, (P (FIAS (N2

AN I AN B — “Laxmi GINCEAT (S IR
AR MG AT WE NN LN W6LR
IS ?

2

FHYTOT WIATT W2 AT *AF (T 2N =07 94|
T (@ 9N T AT nfSre B S 5 I
| 135 fIoM SATNIN W HE AR (FS G |
ST (VRN STHE G RI0T O1F 9o A& (PO
(2, I 2(TO MR (FO |

" QYN GATY ?  — I fores™ FA|

AT ST TS YT AKS FR O 21 AT
RGN SR 7oA |

" OO JCIR WK fFR0T A5 510 3 s [Rte
o, G5 TO0T (MTAR" - Je0eT Fo |

I8 (OF (NS 1w (N2, NG HAR W * — AN
T (VY B 6 T RO LT WG I3 AT (P
T ST =TT 191 |

MO FIE (FINS (12T (N2, I 2 @
YTHCA (FINS IO ST ST A, (FINS ANG
o (I W, OI2 (RIGIIATT 66T T AT OeAT
(=R 517 (04 Feow s st o <1 | Sefsns
AR NI (ACF WA 8 AF I =T AT, S8BT AN
YHEAS WG] TS A AT (TS| FRFF A
ST (& G, G4 W ARG ©1te (PRI
FAFHR AN — I OIS OIS 26 FO |
o 2 (1 fBREI GelIF ¥ P91t WIS, S
RF 26O AMF T |

W WA 5.\ W2 G S W3 (AT G0I0R Or 1|
B T (NS FAT (N2, [P TS I 6

©f & ST 2 B VIS FF FI(R Ol ?
O P IRV PN PACR , O[O AH PO |

TSN P T AN F AR ? JF0] (11 NG
PR (O (N2 ST, (M 5T T8 (O NN

TR AT G2 (Y, WCAIHT T ABICO o yfer™)
YT, O (T I W26 (AFITAS ATAT (FTNS Y™
S T (N2 — O T, K OITrd ST (e

(518 (TN O T (J6 T |

O Bl (FLO (91T TO~ | (N TR 1o
G O FACO AfOJ [Fg JF0T (OF
8l

"AIF 0.\Y W12 (571 (PS8 residential area M,
PR MG (S (XTF BIR(O I JF0] T FAK G |
A G (R (FAS |06 I 5 FA|

5% 1oy R JOGT GeT (MeT G~ ? W O Yo o
FAR PO T | 0O AT AN AT S |

Almost double distance cross PMT AHLE (RIS resi-
dential area (BITY NGl NI FICC|

(T el (ST0T APGT Cemetery. NITN *#M M FIK
|

6 90T (NI N N PG RIS | I SN
IR A2 QAN ST ARG Bled, W Cemetery T
PR (PG MG (NI N, GNP MY (AF AR
ST 8 (GBI A OIHI N1 | ™oy 8 F FAR
(101 (O] o =M (A |

" QYT (A HTEAT SIOTOING' — SN~ WHw I ST |

" (I TR? SR ARG B - 5 7 5G|
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One Valentine’s Night
Sriparna Das Banerjee, Clinton, NJ

(116 BT 216 7 (3G YT (OISl 6T ST
AT 07 ST |

(NS (¢TF (AT TOCANF 2 N AT HB[ 27 |

" Excuse me " — OIF¢ (MY NIV
(ETIROT ATSIS AT 711, TT® W[ AT

" Excuse me

(FTIFOT (IR R OIFA R_IF, JF I IR 0|
TN WL f6 ATF WA S 417 AE 1T 3,
TN JB18 NN Gl NP AT (P01 (R06 SR
ST IR |

"Yes, "~ IR q0A JCT (FAIROT |

“Do you have your phone with you? | mean, can | use
your cell phone, need to do an urgent call, we do not
have charge in our phone "- PLIIN |

(<115 BT SITAIRIN, (1 =TT, 01 I well built. II57
HAG P ABV] | “ I'm sorry, | do not have any
phone with me , I'm here to meet with my girlfriend
so don't want others to disturb us .” “8&< MY (eT1H
Bl 5+10® & F( |

(PILT (ATF AT, (PFIATT girlfriend, (FNR A AT
ST WA FAE, (PN AL N A4 NGRS [F72
WA el N1 B0 1 51K R (SN Wgo A |

AT fRR? - fGUesst B oI
b [PR2 @AW, i =K I7 |

"N(= X (AIBCI &F girlfriend JF MY WA girlfriend
I GroF Y JHT AIH0O BT fFZ BT AW, ©1R J4H
|

“Do you guys need any help?” —(eTIPGI AR LS
AUACR SS[ACH

“Actually Yes, Can you please let us know where the ad-
dress is? And how far that is? I'm showing you the ad-
dress. "2fb A

“Disgusting — (TN BT ST &~ & (5 AT (9T | I'm sorry
my phone is also out of charge might be "~ {6 G~
(15 B (F, 5@ 5 I3 5182 CFIN (ST YLJT 51
fATTE QIR o1, ST STes BreR iR |

(ETTPOT =TS JF, (TN & G (FIN BT WP A3 (P
I"Let's sit there "—gP0T (326 (RIATT (ATHOI IO I

SN, (BN BATCY W (MY W5To3] I MG = |

R (O (FIS W9 2 OIHI AF (72, WAG
YN YR Gl (A3
0T, FYA B O
1 (S G AT |

751 8 OIF WA (73, 3 61
b (M RI T (N R

(ATROI 0T ST Y, ST ITB(F (IS Y 8
FE A, (FINS (P92 8 OF (N2, (T .92 VA ACO
OIA12 T (TN JYH ?

GG Je0® & P, O girlfriend Mary J7 AL
TN FATK B R, Valentine Day Celebration Party
%61, I Party (O (TRCATF ST AT O girl-
friend 49 MG T (G ©IC® (57 NI 1Y |
SN A(FH IR RN T U el | ©f =K =W,
% (51 AfS Valentine Day (© ST R SIS
PR WA T S0 BT | S ST A1 HIGI0O
BI YT |

SS3 (O |G, Valentine Day f&e, NTGtns [RTT
AR b IR WM (JIHT (JIHT Valentine Day NI
N OTT - OIR PG| (FIR6] 616l 8 AT 1o AP
Valentine Day A=, NN SIG18 AHK ? FATGI (O
meé,wm@mwaﬁwﬁmw
O FIGE AT |

PG!S S AR (FAIPOT I - * Ok, See you
then, take care you both ”

(FATROI B NNT FAT BNCS ATACR S ? O 5 |

3 (B’ (ST AR AT | Y101 fF Y (MUY ?
(TR0 (P TG (A F IA0o1 8T WIFI BT, (T

STHA SR 512 | W[IF (T2 qFThg, ©F o
(T W17 AT (AT To |
SRS fF SR O (W2 WF | (FIBO! JP) AT
T (51T (12 T I |
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One Valentine’s Night
Sriparna Das Banerjee, Clinton, NJ

3

Apple Phone 4T ringtone & YN ©IC B6 T NIFIF T
Police Station 49|

“Can | speakt ?F%an Basu ? “ Officer &< 5¥eT|
“Yes Please, "~ 16 (PN Bl O3 (F (MF |

O still (72 (326 4 I WY, [FE (NS (o
(FIN8 Cemetery eEy area cover pdT|
(TN QYA (NS G 2] | W G BT Sold Out.

BT AT PO FOR AR,
"Yes that's my car” — N (< |

6 JATO | CHHOIY HOOT S5
mfggwe mﬁ‘ﬂ@% mmﬁs @m%rgme

TR NI, QU AT (Vo STE WIR (FI @ fifR
B, W%aﬂam—cwwaﬁswww
, IR N1 Gyifey 4N (614 (5T CoTfeeett, ey
o |

ﬁ?gﬁw%aaﬁﬂ%ﬂWW|Wﬁwm
NP1 ™ AN | e (F F I F1e1 fF
ROA(R STHR S | AT B J LT |

NI (MR MG BT YO, O4N GIN® A (I
TN (ATF ST AT (X LN CTAAN FIA A0S
P01 MG ECT NG | 101 1 O e A0
DEG RIS RIS RN PO WY,
@memmwmﬁmw—mﬁmm|m
K (PN FAT =W ﬁTeSCWﬂTGﬂTW | 6
I |, G GeAf®ed W1 (MUY 8T (NN (R B130®
QY (B 01 FAHN (AT AW 72 A O
82 (J2BOICS FIOMNO 2 | (P I FA WK WA
fGireest S | [ [/ (F O |

IO oW = | ([R[CT NGO 037 07, WG VLT

MO AT I I AR
STIRG 19 (ATH » TS EN @F
A N ‘ 4A AP0 *1eF [FY
RIS &A1Y, (] .‘ PACO (MY S0
(G foe0 I, va ST G0
Greetings , Card, personal-

ized Greetings Card. ﬂaﬁf cou-
ple 9 RfF ©IW| Card BT (MTY RSN A Card 4
(T (RCEAGIA RfF (12 (O e 00 J4MH 4
O AFHAT FAE Tl TS, Card BT (@747

Dear John,

I let you go and you came back to me. Now we will walk this
path together. Happy Valentine’s Day

Mary

I BT (AT T @FT, 2T P61 I AP6T FOBIAT (747
YJ G TS (A4 TS|

SR (PN G T F,
“Hello : *

“Hi Ruchi, where you guys were yesterday evening? |
called so many times your phone was not reachable,
we waited for long then slept "— Laxmi 9 Call

PR IO TMI PO W[ WP F(F Laxmi * But it was bad
evening yesterday , our neighbor, a guy named John
killed himself , so cute boy he was only 22 years , god
knows what happened, then police came , they
knocked our door even to ask few questions ”

" Laxmi, I'll call you little later please don't mind “ -
0T (PN P G|

O TS AT PTG, WA /AN [N 907, IO gF61 FIG
f5TP0 w1 Grife FICHA |

QNG P AW, Girl Friend Mary, SIS1®e Drive 3,
Valentine's Day Celebration ¢, John 4 G| (Y 4]

B1 | Road Accident 4, XIT IrICNCAGT| f5YH6 B1
(NRY w1 (6T PR, John g3 fF I Gl TSI W1
| T llusion (I Laxmi NN B O NG (ATF (NN M9,
(161 RO A Maryd Soul | Gift BT (RT® (GTARe (1
©IMd =1 M|

(12 I (TR SR ST I3 61 G N1 e, I 81
AN AP (MY QAR BT 0O (RS T |

HAfe WIREE B 99 BT BT (T T, G2 (572 (N0
RIEEAG T YT |
NG 616 (T =T, MG (FAF Y T <N G B

Sold Out , 8YITN GBI Cemetery R(J I | WK John
WISTA 2/ Valentine's Day FMC® Mary q S (W FHCO “|
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YTARR COMTAIANR R =
Suparna Gope, Camp Hill, PA
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Subroto Chakrabarti, WB, India
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Sharanya Dutta, Mechanicsburg, PA

Janhavi Raj, Mechanicsburg, PA
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Saraswati Puja January 27th, 2018

Lemoyne Borough Community Hall, Lemoyne, PA

Puspanajali, Music, Recitation, Song and Dance by Local Talents
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Saraswati Puja January 27th, 2018

Lemoyne Borough Community Hall, Lemoyne, PA

Song, Solo Dance, Antakshari & mesmerizing performance by Joy and Rubela Goswami
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Summer Picnic August 18th, 2018

Susquehannock State Park, Drumore, PA

Bar-B-Q), Fun, Cricket, Food and Good Time
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India Day , August 4th, 2018
HACC , PA

India Day Parade, Song, Dance, Bengali Sweet Stall, Governor Candidate Scott Wagner
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Devidas Niyogi, Philadelphia, PA
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Devidas Niyogi, Philadelphia, PA
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_ T . Birds
Devidas Niyogi, Philadelphia, PA Maithyli Pai, Hershey, PA
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Aloha
Ryma Saha, Mechanicsburg, PA

Aloha is a special spirit. For some of us it is more
than a greeting, but rather a life force that defines who
and why we are here.

Pilahi Paki was a keeper of the secrets of Hawaii.
She spoke of the time when Hawaii would have the
remedy to save the world and the remedy was Aloha in
1970 at a governor's conference she introduced modern
Hawaii to a deeper understanding of Aloha.

Long before this in 1917,after Queen Lil’'uokalani
had seen the end of the Hawaiian monarchy she said to
her hanai daughter, Lydia K. Aholo, To gain the king-
dom of heaven is to hear what is not said,to see what
cannot be seen,and to know the unknowable - that is
Aloha . All things in this world are two: in heaven there
is but One.

A Akahai -meaning kindness (grace), to be expressed
with tenderness;

L Lokahi- meaning unity(unbroken), to be expressed
with harmony;

O ‘Olv’olu- meaning agreeable (gentle) to be expressed
with pleantness

H Ha’aha’a -meaning humility (empty), to be expressed
with modesty

A Ahonui- meaning patience (waiting for the moment),
to be expressed with perseverance.

Blooming
Ashwini Sawant, Reston, VA
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Pritish Mondal, Hershey, PA

I AT, AR YA | (9P g2 [N fo 19
AR (T WNF NN AT Ay OIS (V3!
HfS: a1 e F2 [iets A0 " (MeT NINeTS
IACA CFACE?

I : INEATR N, IREATET (FN? (TG CHTT) NN
AP W - B NIHR | DI TN (Bry™
BlGCGRIT

Hf5: ©1e fF N corm=?

W W TollG, 4P, R0 R ey,
SRR JHF2 AR (R (R (R

S5 1 O ([T FET. W =,

TN G2 TG, FAT 1Y = | T AR AF R
WQB‘IWM?W%W%
>1I\9>1<PIC¢‘1°’$(.<1 NS EREGIERAY) |
8IF FA1 Bibe..

6. WfFs 5 wmre
SN SPTA!!

i%: AN, fF T AR TP W SAH
PN PICN?

T X I% 72 [{Ceire PG, 577 R OFF A5 HA: Ohh lord ! Are you fool ?

AT | FOIT (7 P17 | SNE NOF BT FNT -
00T I S| AN NI ST S %ﬁ (Zﬁlwcr%ml P (ST WK (| (ST N

@7 (YT 903 2T GIB/ Gef~ WINFT I3
(GINIFE Y, G T TP NS & R, STarel STalel q1-of IAE S|

AT T IO PIFOT .. B ST (o A 5T T FIvTS Birs., Ty
I«A: To be or not to be that is the question... (IFRCT T AN AN (ATF |

Oh Shakespeare/ You my dear/ No English fear SRRV E S

T V(A #0356 ety =1 | b (7. (G g6 GTet 01 fcmesr, S o
(JNFE (9({..) Let's have a beer ‘ﬁj% BISIERIN

JFp AT (R (R (OIS Ao CNNGE: (FNCH) Q2 AR (AP AT ([{G
S 92 (T WY1, STHA GoACET (FIATT? FR ElISEs ”“%Q_‘T@W

N 2 HT: 9% Ty WNCH AR A—T FA IR
SN STOBICE (AT JCT, ST SO Ffel N2 CHZOIR WA FLCR|

1B 151 6 com? (TG=T: OF CACRG! {352

S ; e, S Wi IO 3 (G I 2 g%%%”f‘ COTALF =10 A | AP

AfB : wIrer-*re Sifat wm|
WA : IR SR (OIHS [Fg =0T 1.
S : SR YT | (SN OIS GIGIE-5HIBIR FAT|

b

Qorian



$e (_@/r(/a/o/t/—ga/taﬁa/ faa/ééy af Central /De/(/(&y/ua/(/&

Page 35

T TR

Pritish Mondal, Hershey, PA
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Pritish Mondal, Hershey, PA
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Pritish Mondal, Hershey, PA

HNqA: You question now.
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Pritish Mondal, Hershey, PA
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Dilip Sen, WB, India
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Dilip Sen, WB, India
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Dance at Rathayatra Festival 2018
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New York City
Ishita Mitra, Mechanicsburg, PA

Narrow streets, amongst a jungle of asphalt and cement.
Shouts of hurried businessmen; wailing taxis roaring by,
and food trucks perched by sidewalks.

Flashes of billboatds.
Gray clouds hiding the twinkling stars of the night.
Long shadows stretch across alleyways, changing as the days go by.

Constant bustling of pedestrians on a compact street.
Vibrant colors of shirts, signs, and other items.
Modern art displayed for all to see.

Everyone’s hustle to make it to tomorrow never ceases.
Located in the Northeastern tip of America-
New York City, the hub of modern trends.

People with vivid hair colors, flamboyant outfits, and many tattoos.
Cries of vendors selling exotic food from all over attract buyers like flies.
The delicious aroma of curries, spices, sauces, and seafood tickles the nose.
The many coffee shops let the scent of coffee beans
Waft throughout the roads and alleyways.

Deeper in the famed city, the dusty smell of rock bombards the senses.

The ground shakes, spewing earth and stone into the air;
The pungent smell of gas and wet cement drifts around.
People swarm like bees in a hive, all having a definite purpose.

Streams of tourists flood towards Lady Liberty and the Empire State Building.
Boat tours are crowded with chattering families and flashing cameras.
Everyday citizens and tourists mingle together in an ever-expanding horde.

Various people in famous character costumes pose with tourists.
Street musicians and performers show off their many talents.
The clink of money in their little jars or hats is barely audible.
Loud cars honk at the heavyweight busses.
The hubbub congeals into one spot, ignoring the rest of the passageways.
As the weather grows colder and nights grow longer, wind whips throughout the city.

Clouds dump piles of snow onto the Northeastern regions.
Most citizens are wrapped in warm sweaters and snug scarves.
Puffs of frosty air appear from noses and mouths, as they grip their coffee and call a taxi to work.

However, in summer, thin sleeves and short dresses come into fashion.
Sparse trees bloom, and the many small gardens fill with vibrant colors.
A spring breeze silently weaves through the cityscape.

The urban metropolis is the land of new opportunities.

Any aspiring individual can begin a new life and strive to become successful.
New York City is a mesh of old and new where residents live together in harmony.
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“Wolf” Packs of Kolkata
Aratrika Chakrabarti, Carlisle, PA ( Photo: Subir Ghosh )

Roaming the streets of Kolkata, West Bengal, are
dirty and skinny stray dogs. These dogs live very different
from those dogs that are kept as pets inside people’s
homes at Kolkata.

The size of the stay dog’s population depends on the
size and characteristics of the human population in the
same locality. Large amounts of exposed garbage, which

provide an abundant source of food, is one of the leading

cause to why the street dog population exists in Kolkata.

The number of street dogs is directly related to the
amount of food and edible waste matter in an area. So
cleaner parts of the city has lower stray dog populations,
and dirtier parts of the city have higher dog populations.
Another factor that leads to the existence of street dogs
is irresponsible pet ownership. Pet dogs that are aban-
doned doned continue to live on the streets and if they
are not escued, they could be killed in road accidents, or
they might inter-breed, adding to the existing street dog
population

The lifestyle between the street dogs and dogs that
are pets are very different. Pet dogs are well fed and are
groomed. The street dogs are forced to scavenge for
food and fight for it. They are highly territorial, and often
a small pack of dogs will “claim” a part of a road and
guard and defend their territory against perceived intrud-
ers, be it other dogs or even a person.

Like many other dog breeds, these stray dogs
usually are most aggressive during mating season,
when they are attacked or teased by humans, or when
they feel as if they or their puppies are threatened.
Some dogs can be friendly , but others can be very
aggressive, barking loudly at people walking by or at
other dogs.

For a long time, people would kill the street dogs
because they were worried about rabies and other
animal-borne diseases, but they couldn’t catch all of
them. This is because the street dogs that are re-
moved or killed are easily replaced with new dogs
from other territories. When street dogs are removed
from an area, their territories become vacant and
strays from neighboring areas move in to occupy
them.

In 2001, the Federal Government of India passed
a law to prohibit the killing of the stray dogs and pre-

vent cruelty to them in general. But illegal killings
and torturing still continued to happen. During my
earlier visits to Kolkata, I've seen people trying to tie
things to their tailsfor fun. During festivities, they
also used to light up firecrackers to scare the street

dogs.

However, 1 can feel that times are changing.

More recently, I've seen local residents give the strays
food,
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“Wolf” Packs of Kolkata
Aratrika Chakrabarti, Carlisle, PA

water, and vaccinations. There is a park in front of
my grandparents’ house where the locals will bring in
biscuits and other snacks to feed the dogs. One day, a
person on the street asked the driver of our car to slow
down so as not to harm the dogs who are laying on the
road. One of my friend’s parents took a litter of strays to

]
L

S-
-

4

the vet to get them vaccinated. Even homeless people
who are staying on the sidewalks seemed to have adopted
few stray dogs to live with them and I saw them feeding
these dogs from their own supply of food.

I am hopeful that the strays of Kolkata will have a
better future and people will learn to live with them in

harmony.
= «
Srijita Das, Clinton , NJ

Blooming
Mythili Pai, Hershey, PA

Art
Janhavi Raj, Mechanicsburg., PA
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Why France Is The Most Popular Destination In The World
Silvi Sheth, Carlisle, PA

Are you wondering why I’'m writing about Paris, of
all things why am I writing about Paris? I have always
wanted to go to Paris since I was a little kid. You should
know basically everything in my room is related to Paris.
Paris has been a very popular tourist destination for over
twenty-five astonishing years. Many people visit France
simply because they consider it to be one of the most
beautiful places in the world. If you want to know why
I’m such a fan of Paris please continue reading to find
out the 5 spectacular reasons why Paris is so popular and
why I really want to go to Paris.

First and foremost is Disneyland Paris, since 1992
Disneyland Paris, originally called Euro Disney resort has
been coming in with large crowds from all over the
world. Disneyland Paris is currently the number one
tourist attraction in all of France and Europe beating
both the Eiffel Tower and the Louvre. I personally
thought the Eiffel Tower was the number one tourist
attraction because a lot of people talk about the Eiffel
Tower and it sounds so popular. Surprisingly it’s also the
16t most popular tourist attraction in the world, which is
pretty magnificent. Did you know that about 15 million
people went to Disneyland Patis in just 2015 according
to their annual report, that’s only in one year! That’s defi-
nitely one of the places I want to go to when I go to Par-
is!

In second place stands the Eiffel Tower, it’s known for
many things but something you might not know about it
is that this tower was once the world’s tallest billboard.
The Eiffel Tower was originally contrasted as the en-
trance to the 1889 World’s Fair to celebrate the hun-
dredth anniversary of the French Revolution, today it’s
what people think of first when they think of France.
Some of the times that’s not the case at all they might
think of something else very popular when they think of

France. Did you know that the Eiffel Tower
measures up to 321 meters high, equivalent to 81 sto-
ries high! The Eiffel Tower serves not only as a na-
tional monument and major tourist attraction but
also as an observation and radio broadcast tower.
Sure, the Eiffel Tower is amazing high and made
when the French celebrated the French Revolution
but it’s also the second most visited attraction after
Disneyland Paris.

The last in the top three is the Louvre and art in
France. It houses over 460,000 pieces of art and arti-
facts, it’s also one of the most visited galleries on the
planet. One of the most famous French paintings is
“The Raft of the Medusa”. Just in 2014 alone it re-
ceived over 9.3 million visitors. Initially built as a for-
tress in the late 12t century, it was then converted
into the main residence for French kings in the 16t
century, then in 1682, Louis X1V relocated the impe-
rial home to Versailles, leaving the Louvre primarily
as a place to display the royal collection. Some of the
more notable treasures housed at the Louvre include
La Jaconde known in English as The Mona Lisa.
Many famous paintings and different types of art are
held at the Louvre to host some of the historical
times France went thru. Knowing that I love art and
different types of paintings about historical events
makes me really want to go to the Louvre.

Next up is all about the Palace Versailles, the
king’s palace. Being transformed as a humble hunting
lodge by Louis XIV into the now familiar name Ver-
sailles Palace which epitomizes royal elegance. Every
year 3 million people travel to the Versailles to see
how former French royalty lived. Everywhere you
look whether it’s art or different types of paintings
it’s an amazing delight! It’s embellished by
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Why France Is The Most Popular ...
Silvi Sheth, Carlisle, PA

generations of lavish garden, landscapes, architecture,
sculptures, decorations, art, and more. Some of the more
popular things to see at the palace includes the State
Apartments, the incredible Hall of Mirrors, the Versailles
Gardens and the Trianons. So, if you don’t know already
I’'m an enormous fan of all different kinds of art. Art is
probably my favorite thing to do in my free time.

My last reason why France is the most popular tourist
destination in the world is the Tour de France, a very famous
bike race. For over 100 years since 1903, the Tour de France
has been attracting spectators from around the world. Not only
is the Tour de France the world globe’s biggest bike race, it’s
also the largest sporting on the whole planet. For three weeks
during part of June and July, people from all over the globe
flock to France to watch bicyclists race about 2,000 miles,
(3,200 kilometer) mostly around France in a collection of phas-
es. In a typical years race, the Tour de France can attract
roughly 12 million spectators along the route of the race. I love
to go bicycling whenever I can because I love the feeling of the
wind blushing off my face.

Since France is the most popular tourist destination in the
wotld, which activity do you want to do? As you probably
found out I want to go to all the tourist activities that I men-
tioned. That includes Disneyland Paris, the Eiffel Tower, the
Louvre and Art, the Palace Versailles, the Tour de France, and
many other popular activities to do in France.

Everlasting
Sriparna Das Banerjee, Clinton, NJ

Waiting
Pritha Sahu, WB, India
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Wishing yvou good Health, Happiness,
Prospenty, Success and much more ...

Devotee Family
from Chambersburg

Kavya Pai, Hershey, PA

KAvYA 1T
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Some incredible travel destination in India

Pictures from various sources

Meghalaya, Andaman, Kashmir, Kerala, Rajasthan, Arunachal
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In and around Pennsylvania

Pictures from various sources

—
Ll

Spring, Fall, Winter, Summer, Conmeaug, Lancaster
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You along with your family and friends are
cordially invited to join us to celebrate
auspicious Durga Puja.

Good Hope Station Community Room
1200 Good Hope Road,
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

Puja Nirghanta

Oct 13th:(1TAM-9PM)
Bodhon, Sashthi and Saptami Pu;a
Arati, Lunch and Cultural Program =

followed by Dlnner \

 Oct14th:(9AM-3PM). |

b +Ashtami, Sandhi Puja, Nabami, | \\

aggami Prasad, Dhunuchi Naach, A
oor Khela followed mﬁl Lunch

=olN
’ ‘ "y LL.H“A i \,
Third volume of Srijan literary magazme W|II debut on Oct

a Websne wwwsamprltl us E-mall : bcscpa@outlook com
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