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Lisburn Fire Company Community Hall
1800 Main Street, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050
October 8t
5 pm- 10 pm — Bodhon, Sashthi & Saptami Puja, Aarati, Prasad and Dinner
October 9t
8 am - 3 pm — Ashtami, Nabami, Dashami Puja, Prasad, Lunch, Sindoor Khela
Cultural Program starting at 3 pm - Dance, Music, Drama by ‘Swajan’, Live
Performance by Saikat Haldar (Voice of Kishore Kumar from NJ) and Dinner.

BENGALI CULTURAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL PA

presents

Cultural Program 2016

Featuring drama and
accomplished
musician Saikat Haldar
of New Jersey.
Also enjoy dance and
musical performances
by your favorite local
artists.

Born in Kn!kata, S?ika_t is |Jassi|1“'r1_tE Chikitsa Sankat: A hilarious and satirical
about music and singing. A versatile comedy about life in the US and some of the
entertainer, he hl'rlsd_lll’-"f'"‘““’-d all vagaries of the medical system here.
over India. It is a Swajan presentation.

9TH OCTOBER 2016, 3.00 PM AT THE LISBURN FIRE COMPANY COMMUNITY HALL
DINNER WILL FOLLOW THE CULTURAL EVENT
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The white billowing clouds of Sharat and the cool breeze of
Autumn accompanied by the swaying of the Azs/# flowers,
the reaping of crops all these signs of joy in nature heralds
the arrival of Durga Pujo ushered in by Mahalaya.

Far away from Bengal in another part of the world the
hearts in Central PA still fill with joy when the cool autumn
breeze blows, the crops are harvested, brown (if not white)
Kash like flowers sway with the gentle breeze and the
festival of Durga Pujo comes along.

Literature is an essential part of the Bengali culture as
proved 00 years ago by our very own Nobel Laureate Rabi
Thakur (Rabindranath Tagore). Bengalis always love a
colorful literary magazine to enhance the color of Durga
Pujo.

The Editors would sincerely like to thank all the
contributors who enriched the quality of this magazine with
their creations. We are grateful to the organizers and
encouragers of the Bengali Cultural Society of Central PA
for taking such efforts in organizing this Durga Pujo.
Special thanks to Union Minister Mr. Babul Supriyo for his
encouraging message.

Come let us all rejoice and share our joys on this gloriously
happy occasion.
T

Published by the
BENGALI CULTURAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL PA

centralpa-durgapuja@out/ook.com

The views expressed in the writings that appear in this publication are the views/creations of the respective authors
and do not necessarily represent those of the Bengali Cultural Society of Central PA or the publication's editors.

Cover lllustration: Ankita Sinharoy
Designed & Edited by: Ananya & Arunangshu Das
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| And as the|shiuli and Rash flowers bloort
| |We dance to the dhaki’s tune.

‘}tﬁ best wishes to all for the

How can ofr hearts stay immune?

rodiya Festivalin Central Pennsylvania.

lfﬁ W % , .5'1',/ Piyali, Rajarshi,
l" ! 5 '/J ‘I/ Kakgli and Rgj
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Jabul Suprigyo

UNION MINISTER OF STATE
Heavy Industries & Public Enterprises
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

8th September, 2016
To

The Bengali Cultural Society of Central Pennsylvania
Harrisburg, PA, USA

It is always a great pleasure to connect with the vibrant and talented
Bengali/Indian communities of North America. Being a full time playback singer
earlier, | had the opportunity to visit many cities in North America and | have always
been amazed by the talent, enthusiasm and welcoming nature of the Bengali people
who have been living aboard.

It is really very refreshing to know the many activities of the Bengali Cultural
Society of Central Pennsylvania, particularly organizing 'Elementary Bangla
School' for 2" generation Bengali American kids, Saraswati Pujo, Mahalaya, Bijoya
Sammelani and top of everything, Bengalis' most favorite Durga Pujo. From your
greetings letter it seems that you are still a very small community and that is why
your efforts are even more applaudable.

On behalf of Bengal and India we always feel proud of you and please accept
our best wishes for your upcoming Durgapuja in Central Pennsylvania. We also wish
every success for your publication of bilingual magazine Srijan (Creations) on
the occasion Durgapuja festival. Honouring and protecting the rich heritage of the
Bengali language is always a very close to my heart.

| convey my best wishes to the organizers of Bengali Cultural Society of Central
Pennsylvania and the editorial team of the magazine Srijan.

BABUL SUPRIYO

Office: 36, Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi-110011 ¢ Phone : (+91) 11-23062676/78, 23061593, Fax : (+91) 11-23060584
Residence: 12, New Moti Bagh, New Delhi-110021 * Cell : (+91) 8800827292 * 9920033334 * 9811777143
E-mail : mos4dhi.pe@gmail.com * mosoff.dhi@nic.in
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The Amazing Dwellings of Montezuma

Aratrika Chakrabarti

My name is Titir. Even though | live in Pennsylvania, | like
to explore different parts of the U.S.A. and the world.
Different kinds of people, variety of topography, and local
food makes me more curious about the place that | am
visiting.

Last summer, me and my family went to Arizona. During
our trip, we found out about Montezuma Castle and
wanted to see it for ourselves. The dwellings of
Montezuma were built by the Sinagua people around 1000
years ago. It sits about 90 feet up a sheer limestone cliff
facing the adjacent Beaver Creek which is near the present
Camp Verde. The reason why Montezuma is a well
preserved cliff dwelling is because of its position in a
natural alcove being protected from rain and the wind.

The main edifice held five stories and twenty rooms and
was built over the course of three centuries. The Sinagua
people had members of the tribe on the top of the dwelling
to scan the area to see if enemies were approaching. The
elders and the minors would stay on the top floor while the
men were out farming and gathering water and the women
were harvesting the crops and taking care of the
housework. Some people think that the reason why the
Sinagua chose to build Montezuma so far above the
ground was probably to escape the threat of flooding from
Beaver Creek.

The thing is, neither part of the monument's name is
correct. When the Europeans observed the abandoned
ruins in the 1860s, they named it after the famous Aztec
emperor, Montezuma. They believed that Montezuma

constructed the monument. But the dwelling was
abandoned more than 40 years before Montezuma was
even born. Also, it was never used as a castle and was
more like an apartment building. Currently, it is being held
as a national monument and maintained by National Park
Service.

It's remarkable how the Sinagua people created such a
high rise complex so long ago and was able to shelter so
many people.

TV

Our Earth

Ananya Das

The sun keeps shining, the sky is blue,
the green grass sparkles with drops of dew.
the foaming seas,
the gentle breeze,
the earth is a haven for me and you.
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The Q‘(aggg Cat
Aadrija Das (Grade 3)

Wolf
Mehal Bhattacharya (Grade b)
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€b éolerful Friend
Ankita Sinharoy
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A Trip to Niagara Falls

Niagara falls:
Ryma Saha The water fall was pretty amazing and cool. The fall is
(Grade 3) located in between America and Canada and you can

see it from the both sides of the country .Canadian side is
wider and bigger then American side. The water fall never
stops except in Winter when the top layer freezes
Seventy five thousands gallon of water falls in one
second.

We took a boat ride so that we can see the Fall from
very close. A few times rainbow popped out over the fall.
we also heard a story of 7 year old boy who fell in to the
Fall & survived .

My trip was fun.

Today is Friday, August 5. We came to visit Niagara falls. On
our way we had to stop for snacks and saw lots of farms.
When we got to the hotel we went to the swimming pool and
after swimming we took a little rest and went to watch the
fireworks. We missed it because we ate dinner and by the
time we got there it was over. The next day was Saturday
and we went to visit the fort of Niagara.

The story of Fort Niagara:

People from France built the fort first time in 1679 to take
over the land and battled with the Native American people.
Their tribe was called Iroquois. Then the British people came
to occupy the land because of the water source from the
lakes. Then finally after many years of battle the American Putch G*I'rl

people won the land. Aadrija Das (Grade 3)
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My Little Pony

Meher Bhattacharya
(Grade 4)

| love my little pony! The main six ponies are Princess
Twilight Sparkle, Rainbow Dash, Rarity, Fluttershy, and
Applejack. Some other ponies are Princess Luna, Princess
Celestia, and Princess Cadence. There are many more too!

| love playing with My Little Pony Toys! My favorite is Rarity.
She is white. She has purple hair too. And she has a
magical horn. My other favorite pony is Princess Celestia
who has wings, a horn like other princesses and green,
blue, purple and pink hair. She raises the Sun in Equestria.
Her sister is Princess Luna who raises the moon. | love My
Little Pony!

N)g Hittle bjong

Sriparna Das Banerjee
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é' Joy 0MNa Burga
Ryma Saha (Grade 3)
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?apaag with Flowers
Rishika Bera (Grade 8)
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Little Bird A Little Boy's Durga Puja

Arman Kazi
(Grade 2)

| see a little bird every day,
Whether it is night or day,

She flaps her wings to say,
She loves to see me every day!

BENGALI CULTURAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL PA G’f@gﬁ@]’)s

Arman Kazi
(Grade 2)

A little boy loves the celebration of Durga Puja very much.
Durga Puja is about worshipping Maa Durga. Maa means
Mother in Bangla language. The little boy’s Grandmother
and Grandfather, whom he calls Dida and Dadu, taught
him to talk in Bangla,. He loves his Dadu and Dida and
misses them very much. The little boy’s Dadu and Dida
love him very much too and took care of him since he was
a very little baby and they taught him how to talk and walk.
The little boy’s grandparents left for India when he was
almost 5 years old.

She hops and flies very high,
Though she can't reach the sky,
Her wings are strong and so is her will,

She never gives up and jumps from the high sill,

She is my pet lovebird and her name is Phoebe,

And she is seven years old, just as old as me!

She and | are best friends and we play all day,

And she rips paper to build her nest when she can’t find hay!

Now the little boy is almost 7 years old and misses his
Dadu and Dida every day! His grandparents could not
come because his Dida was not feeling well and they
could not travel a long way from India to America. So the
little boy went to India in a long plane ride with his parents
to see and be with his Dadu and Dida. Those were the
most wonderful days, which he spent in India with his
Dadu and Dida. The little boy remembers all the places he
went to and all the fun things he did, and all the good food
he ate with his dearly loved Dadu and Dida.

We both have taught each other a thing or two,

So we can do the things we do!

| taught her to climb on my finger when | say “step-up”,

And she taught me to keep at it even if it is hard and to never
give up!

I hope she’s always with me so we can learn &play together,

And we never forget each other and continue to love forever! ) , ) ) )
This Durga Puja he wishes his Dadu and Dida would be

with him. He prays to Durga Maa for Dida and Dadu’s
good health and for them to be strong to travel from India
to be with him. The little boy is super excited for Durga
Puja to meet and play with his friends, to sit and draw, to
play music, to tell poems and stories, sing songs, eat good
food, and most of all to show great magic tricks to all and
especially to his beloved Dadu and Dida! And they would
say “Dadubhai tomar jaadu to boro mojaar!”

{Story & poem narrated by 7 year old Arman and
composed by Mom - Sangita }

T

Clouds
Arman Kazi (Grade 2)
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The Memorable Lancaster Trip

Ishita Mitra
(Grade 7)

Hello. My name is Ishita Mitra and in the summer of 2016, |
took a fun trip to Lancaster. My family and | planned to take a
tour of an Amish house. On the way, my dad called up a
seller in the area. A seller of what, you may ask? Of dogs. At
the time, we were looking for a dog to be a new member of
our family. The owner, an Amish man, showed us the puppy
we had looked at. He was a Yorkie named Jed, and was very
excited to see us. His tail started wagging a mile a minute!

My brother and | took turns carrying him and playing with
him. Then my dad mentioned we were also looking for a
Maltese puppy. Maltese are gentle, playful dogs with a long
white coat. The Amish man actually had two Maltese
puppies, and brought them both out of his house. We played
with all of the puppies, and watched them tumble around on
the floor of his shed. We had a very hard time deciding on
which two puppies to get, so we told the Amish man we
would come back later, after we viewed the Amish house. He
offered to show us his barn, and we saw cows, mules,
horses, and more puppies! There must have been almost ten
German shepherd puppies looking up at me!

After we bid farewell to the seller, we drove over to the Amish
house. It wasn't lived in, just an example of how Amish lived.
| was surprised at their simplistic lifestyle and how they were

15

very self-sufficient. They also had their own schools,
farms, and animals. It was like they were cut off from the
rest of the advancing world. We also saw some livestock
at the house in the barn, like peacocks, sheep, and
chickens. Next we had food at a Chinese restaurant, and it
was delicious!

After the exquisite cuisine, we went to PetSmart to pick up
some essentials for the dogs. We got a crate, water bowls,
food bowls, and drove to the bank to get the money,
because the Amish man wanted cash. But the ATM ate my
dad’s card! He got it back later because something was
wrong with the machine, but we just used his other card.
We headed off to get our brand new dogs! When we got
there, we put Jed and one of the Maltese in our car and
paid the man. He said good bye and we began the long
journey home.

My family and | are really happy we got the dogs. Jed is
now named Choco (as in chocolate) and the Maltese is
Cream. They are healthy and energetic and make our lives
a whole lot better!

OO
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Arman Kazi (Grade 2)
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My Experience at Chocolate World

BENGALI CULTURAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL PA Cfegﬁons

Mehal Bhattacharya
(Grade 6)

chocolate bars! The first step was to insert our tickets and
choose the base, fillings, and toppings. Next we went into
the line and scanned our tickets again to start the process. |
thought it was really cool that we got to see how our
chocolate was made. We waited in the line and then we
went to make the design for the box. After the designing we
went to the other line for picking up our boxes. Both of us
gave our tickets then we received our boxes! Next all of us
went ahead and bought some merchandise and got some
ice cream and drinks. We all went home after that and it
was a really fun and exciting day!

| had been waiting for a very long time to see my best
friend who lives in Ohio and we had come up with the idea

for her family to come to our house. But the most exciting
part was that we would get to go to Hershey!

| was excited when | got the news and even more excited

when she arrived. When reached | gave her a tour around
my house and we were both thrilled to have some fun.
She and | both decided to start by organizing our beds
then when we got settled down we had some dinner and
went to bed. | knew that the next day would be amazing!

In the morning both of us went ahead and had some
breakfast and changed. It was time to go! While in the car
we wanted to do something, so we both started to play
around with her baby cousin and before we knew it we
were there.

While walking the adults started to take pictures and we
kind of had to wait for ten minutes until we finally walked
through the doors. | wanted them to go on the tour ride but
her grandma was on a wheelchair so we had to go to the

back. The ride was fun and my favorite part was when the
cows started singing. When we got out all of us decided to c(Flower 69 c]eree
take some more pictures by the chocolate statues. Arman Kazi (Grade 2)

The best part came next, we got to make our own
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Meeting with a Music Legend

Siddhanta Banerjee
(Grade 7)

nervous. We went to the country club hall and
set up our instruments. We walked around and
ate snacks until it was time for arrival. Finally,
Mrs. Kavita Krishnamurthy came and we all
greeted her. After introductions, it was time for
us to go on stage. | was still pretty nervous
because | was playing for such an important
person. We performed the welcome song and
some music. | felt awesome because we had an
amazing performance. She came on stage and
told us how she started learing music at an
early age and the passion she had for music.
She told us to dedicate some time in music.
Then, we waited in line to take a picture with her.
Once we took pictures | requested her husband,
Mr. L. Subramaniam, to autograph my tabla
notebook.

In conclusion, | am very fortunate to meet such a
well- known person, Kavita Krishnamurthy.
Hopefully, in the future | get to meet more
people.

One day my tabla teacher told me that we were going to
have a performance next month. He also told me that
there would be other students who would play various
instruments. | got excited because this was my second
performance on stage. We started practicing the music
and the beats on tabla. After a week or two, he said now
we needed to have rehearsal together with all the
students. Me and a couple of other students on tabla,
piano, octopad, guitar and some singers were practicing at
his house for the performance. When he announced that
we will be performing to welcome Kavita Krishnamurthy, all
the parents were surprised. | didn't know who she was, so
| asked my dad who was Kavita Krishnamurthy. When he
told me that she is a famous Indian singer, | was super
excited to meet her. | even listened to some of her songs.

Aadrija Das (Grade 3)

On the day of the performance | was very excited and
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My View on NABC 2016

Poorna Chatterjee
(Grade 6)

Have you heard about NABC before? It stands for North
American Bengali Conference also known as Banga
Sammelan. It is an amazing convention where Bengali
people from all around North America and India come
together and perform all different kinds of arts. The first
ever Banga Sammelan was held in New York City just like
this year except in 1981. That is why people were so gaga
about it this year. This year, it took place on July 1,2,3
2016. | am going to be telling you about the performance,
security, food, and water, the up and down sides of all of
them.

This year, there were amazing venues like Madison Square
Garden, Hammerstein Hall, and Hotel Pennsylvania
Ballroom. All of them had space for people. While | am on
the topic of the venues, let me tell you about the
security. Everywhere there was security which was really
good to make sure nothing got past them. They checked
inside our bags, made sure no water or food got in. They
even had a dog to sniff out the food, | thought that was
pretty cool.

[ had seen many programs, now | am going to share my top
five, notincluding the ones which | performed in. | really
liked the opening, Birju Maharaj had a very well
choreographed kathak group dance. | had learnt kathak, a
North Indian classical dance form. From an early age of 4, |
had heard the name in the course of learning many times
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and | had always looked up to him. Now at 11 years old,
watching Pandit Birju Maharaj dance. at the young age of
78 made me stunned! | could see that the tukras and
mudras were sharp and looked beautiful, even from a
long distance, | was in awe. There were many variations,
like the rainbow, Maa Durga, and the peacock, the
lighting matched with the dance, it looked tunning! Sotho
Konthe Rabindranath was amazing and both of my
parents participated in being the narrators for the songs
that were beautifully sung by people of all 50 states. Next
is obviously the Cooking Show which was a play about
two couples who are both competing on You tube to
make the best cooking shows possible! It was hilarious,
and along with the other characters which made it even
funnier. One of the couples were doing just plain recipes
while the other couple was cooking with garbage ewww!
Even though it was a little disgusting, along with the
props, the dialogues, and the humor, it was just too
funny. The audience was laughing the whole time and it
was definitely one of the best shows! My father
participated in this play and everyone did amazing! Next
was the unforgettable Sujoy Prasad. | didn't really
understand what was going on unlike everyone else
around me. People were sobbing, clapping, and all
around spellbbound by Sujoy Prasad's amazing
performance. | was amazed at how someone could make
people awestruck by putting emotion into words, | was
amazed! While | am on the topic of amazing people who
can really make a statement with their voice, let's not
forget  about  Kaushik  Sen and Raya
Bhattacharya’s amazing Mahabharat shruti natok (talk
theater), | loved it because | could understand it and |
was amazed at how well they could make people
spellbound with only their voice and not even act! Last
but certainly not the least....... Sunidhi Chauhan! My
gosh, | loved her singing, it was absolutely amazing and
she was interacting with the crowd. Everyone got up and
we were all dancing and swaying to the music! | loved
this one the best!

Now here are some of the other programs which |
enjoyed. The film festival, there were so many
interesting films about so many different things and we
got to watch a little bit of each! We even got to meet with
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the stars. Then, is the award ceremony. | loved that they
gave out awards to very hard working people. Then,
another favorite Kaushiki. She is one of my favorite Indian
classical singers. Karthik Das Baul is one of my favorite folk
singers and he was just amazing and everyone was
clapping along, it was so much fun!

| had participated in two shows, Tandra Hin Sohor which
means the city which never sleeps which was about New
York City. It was a contemporary ballet dance performance
with many different dances explaining about many different
things such as work, Central Park, tunnels and bridges and
so much more. The next performance which | participated
in was Alokananda Roy's Jesus Christ and Krishna. | had
the part of an angel. It was amazing because | got to work
with the a world famous director. | was so happy to be
doing a performance with her, | really had an amazing time
doing performances and watching them!

Now we come to the bad stuff.

In Hotel Pennsylvania, there wasn’t too much space and
people had to crowd in, | felt like | was going to suffocate,
plus there wasn’t any air conditioning, and if there was and
it was on, | didn't feel anything. My mother and | nearly got
trampled when they said that they were going to cancel
Raghav’s program. | guess the people were really looking
forward to seeing him . Another bad thing was the walking
distance between the venues. They were so far away and it
was tiring and painful to walk that much in one day. The
downside to this is that even after my dance performances
with Anindita Mukhapadhyay in Tandra Hin Sohor and
Alokananda Roy in Krishna and Jesus Christ in Madison
Square Garden, there was no water to replenish my thirst
or food if | was hungry. We had to go out of the venue for
water or food. Then, we had to go through security, again. |
mean come on really, they've already checked us once!

I really enjoyed NABC 2016 but, as you can see there were
some amazing things but there were also things which
weren't so good. | think this Bongo Sammelan was
amazing, we got to meet the stars like Alokananda Roy and
Sujoy Prasad, we got to perform in big halls which are
known across the globe, and best of all we got to meet up
with our fellow Bengalis which include friends, family, and
new friends!
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Dr. Arup K. Saha
Board Certified

General & Laparoscopic Surgeon
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Mythili Pai
(Grade 4)

My name is Mythili Pai. | recently visited India so | am writing
some things about India.

India has 29 states and its capital is New Delhi. India is the
7th largest country in land and is 1.269 million miles. It is 2nd
in population.1.2 billion people live in India and is the biggest
democracy in the world. It is also called Bharat (after a great
king named Bharata)

The official language is Hindi. India shares its borders with
Pakistan and Afghanistan on the west and Bangladesh and
Myanmar on the east. It is surrounded by the Arabian sea on
the south west, Bay of Bengal on south east and Indian
ocean on the south. The Northern boundary is made up of
Himalayas, Sinkiang province of China, Tibet, Nepal and
Bhutan. India is separated from Sri Lanka by a narrow
channel of sea formed by the Palk Strait and Gulf of Mannar.
There are five seasons in India and they are winter, summer,
rainy season (monsoon), spring and autumn. The Indian
climate is strongly influenced by the Himalayas and the Thar
Desert, both of which drive the economically and culturally
important summer and winter monsoons.

There are 94 national parks in India. There are 501 Wildlife
Sanctuaries in India. The national animal of India is the tiger.
The national bird is a peacock. The national fruit is mango.
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The national flower is the lotus. Banyan tree is the
national tree of India.

India has several rivers some of which are Ganga,
Yamuna, Saraswati, Godavari, Narmada, Kaveri,
Brahmaputra, Kshipra.

The SAKA Calender is the national calender of India.
There are a lot of places of pilgrimage in India. 1. The 12
Jyotirlingas 2. Chardham 3. Golden temple

4 Tirupati/Tirumala 5.Badrinath temple 6. Kali temple-Kali
ghat 7. Shrisailam 8. Sabarimala 9. Haridwar 10.
Varanasi and many more.

India got its independence on August 15, 1947. The
Indian constitution came into force on 26th January 1950.
The present Prime minister of India is Mr. Narendra
Modi. We recently celebrated our 70th Independence
day.

| belong to the holy land of India and am proud to be a
Hindu-American.

Jai Hind.



A Religious Experience

Shashwati Banerjee
(Grade 11)
| love to learn about places and their unique traditions.

Recently, | had the chance to visit India and learn more
about the rituals of Varanasi and Haridwar.

In Varanasi | visited the Kashi Vishvanath Temple. It is one
of the most famous Hindu temples and is dedicated to Lord
Shiva. It is located in the holy city of Varanasi, Uttar
Pradesh, India.

The temple stands on the western bank of the holy river
Ganga, and is one of the twelve Jyotirlingas, the holiest of
Shiva temples. The Kashi Vishwanath temple is widely
recognized as one of the most important places of worship in
Hindu religion. This temple was built in 1780. Inside the
Kashi Vishvanath Temple is the Jyotirlinga of Shiva. A visit to
the temple and a bath in the river Ganges is one of many
methods believed to lead one on a path to Moksha
(liberation).The Kashi Vishwanath temple receives around
3,000 visitors every day. On certain occasions the numbers
reach 1,000,000 and more. There are three domes each
made up of pure gold.

In Haridwar | visited Har Ki Pauri. Jai Ganga Maa Har Ki
Pauri is a famous ghat on the banks of the Ganges in
Haridwar in the Indian state of Uttarakhand. This revered
place is the major landmark of the holy city of Haridwar. It
was built in the first century B.C. Literally, "Har" means "Lord
Shiva" who is the god, "Ki" means "of" and "Pauri" means
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"steps". Lord Shiva and Lord Vishnu are believed to have
visited the Brahmakund in Har Ki Pauri in the Vedic
times. There is a large footprint said to belong to Lord
Vishnu on a stone wall.

Each evening at sunset priests perform Ganga Aarti
here, when lights are set on the water to drift
downstream. A large number of people gather on both
the banks of river Ganges to sing its praises. The priests
hold large fire bowls in their hands, the gongs in the
temples at the Ghat start ringing and chants fill the air.
People float Diyas, with burning flickers and flowers in
them as a symbol of hope and wishes .The golden hues
of floral diyas reflected in the river Ganges presents
spectacular view.

In conclusion, | am very fortunate to have visited these
culture rich cities and acquire an understanding of their
traditions. Hopefully, in the future | am able to visit more
places and learn more about them.
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My Existence
Abhishek Banerjee

Sometimes | think why | exist,
This thought so weird, Oh! let it persist.

| try to find my path through the wilderness,
Hope of getting purified off my impureness.

Why this mortal soul looks for earthly delights,
Works hard through the day and mourns by the nights.

| strive to achieve big and perform miracles,
But why can't | get pass the unsolvable obstacles.

Am | naive? Am | not suitable?
My weakness, my fears - facts which are indisputable.

| think about my ambitions, things | can do best,
But they elude my visions, never able to put them to rest!

Do | live in a virtual world full of lies,
Strive to live a happy life, but cannot ever reach the skies.

| stand by the river and gaze at a distant land,
And | wonder if life’s beautiful there & comes to you as planned.

In this struggle, yet to realize the simple truth,
Life is a journey and | will pass by like a soulful youth.

Now | raise my head and pray to the Almighty,
May | get eternal peace and my deeds be mighty!

T
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My Dreams

Meghna Banerjee

| dream that | am a bird,
And can fly and migrate to the far world
Above the buildings, sea and beneath the rolling clouds,
And can cross the border without any doubts.
But when | think of the shot guns aim,
I give up the idea and a dreamer | remain.

| dream that | am a tree,
Growing and swaying on every corner of land and sea.
| do what needs to be done
And give food and shelter to everyone.
Because of me the rains take place,
And | protect the soil from going to waste.
But what if | am cut down by selfish men?
[ would rather not be a tree then.

| dream to be an angel,
With a crown on my head,

A shining dress and dangles red.
Holding a wand of diamonds in my hand
And making everyone sit and stand.
Free to choose to dance and sing
As the sunlight touches my golden wing.
But then | think of the devil’s screams,
No fun being an angel in your dreams.

So let’s forget being angels in our dreams,
Better to remain as caring human beings.

T
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Aratrika Chakrabarti (Grade b) Ryma Saha (Grade 3)

7’)i3ﬁt Town Tlowers
Ishita Mitra (Grade 7) Arman Kazi (Grade 2)
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February 13, 2016
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Crossing the Mason-Dixon Line

Braeden Rishi Banerjee
(Grade 4)

Overall, we had a great time. We learned a little history as
well. In my opinion, it was very fun and | hope the next
picnic will be just as memorable. Someday, | would like to
hike the whole trail!

The Annual Indian Summer Picnic was held on June 18,
2016 At Pen Mar Park in Cascade, Maryland. It was a fun
day, which included a lot of food, play, and hiking on the
Appalachian Trail. We crossed the Mason-Dixon line and we
learned a little history as well.

We had a lot of food during the picnic like beguni, bhelpuri, x
and tandoori chicken. There was also a variety of fruit and ﬁemaeer

sweets such as misti doi. After we ate, a group of us decided Mehal Bhattacharya (Grade b)
to go for a walk to burn off all the calories we ate! 3 ; @ - T -

Our walk started pretty casually. While we strolled along, we
picked pretty wild flowers along the way and even posed for
pictures on the railroad tracks. Thank goodness no trains
came! The trail became a little rougher over rocks and tree
roots. We only walked half of a mile out of the estimated
2,200 miles of the Appalachian Trail, which was completed
in 1937. It connects the state of Maine to the state of
Georgia.

A little ways further up the trail we crossed over the Mason-
Dixon line into Pennsylvania. The line divided the Southern
states and the Northern states during the American Civil

War. Beside the sign was a mailbox, a place where hikers | A |
can exchange letters and messages. Tﬁe U’urgle 9{““
Mythili Pai (Grade 4)
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Picnic at the Penn Mar Park, MD
June 18, 2016
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Photo: Aratrika & Indranil Chakrabarti




‘At the end of life, we will not be judged by how many
diplomas we have received, how much money we have
made, how many great things we have done. We will be
judged by - “l was hungry, and you gave me something to
eat. | was naked and you clothed me. | was homeless, and
you took me in.” — Mother Teresa
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Facebook link for Scope Foundation is:
https://www.facebook.com/Scope-Foundation-
614343298722164/?fref=ts

"Krisﬂna

Suparna Gope
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World Peace Song

Swami Devapriyananada Giri,
BSS, NY Branch

Though there are 4 Faiths and Religions mentioned in my
song but my appeal from belongs to all Religions and all
platforms in every corner of the globe —

Peace, Amen, Amine and Shanti !

BENGALI CULTURAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL PA Cfegﬂons

A
In Temple Mosque And Church,
In Temple Church And Synagogue;
My Prayer | Urge,

Bring Welfare To The World.
Only Bring Welfare To The World.
May All Have Happiness & Joy.
May He Who Be In Any Place,
Beyond Our Sight Far And Wide,
Let All Be In Peace;

And Save Us From Distress.
Bring Welfare To The World.
May All Have Happiness & Peace.
What Worth Do Falsehoods
And Discord Have?

Time And Tide Wait For None.

B , e <
Don’t Look Upon Anyone,

As Different From You. %ir
Bring welfare to the World
Only bring welfare to the World.
May all have happiness joy. Pearls of Wisdom
Keep Your Eyes Open,
Our Vedas Hymns Cite :-
“Sarbesang Manglam Bhuyat”
Let All Be In Peace.

Live And Let Live,
Then We Achieve Peace.

vana

Suparna Gope

«»+ Be an encourager, the world has plenty of critics already! -
Dave Willis

++ Any fool can criticize, condemn, and complain but it takes
character and self-control to be understanding and
forgiving. - Dale Carnegie

++ Don't criticize what you don’t understand. You never walked

May All Have Joy And Peace. in that man'’s shoes.- Elvis Presley
Oh God Give Us Strength And Blessings, % Instead of being critical of people in authority over you and
Oh God Gives Us Patience In Distress envious of their position, be happy you're not responsible
Aum Peace Peace Peace. for everything they have to do. Instead of piling on
complaints, thank them for what they do. - Joyce Meyer
W +¢ It does not do to dwell on dreams and forget to live.— JK
Rowling
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Yellow Sun

Sriparna Das Banerjee
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DURGA JTA

DINE-IN, TAKE-OUTS , CATERING, PARTY HALL

6499 CARLISLE PIKE, MECHANICSBURG, PA, 17050
PH.717.686.9990
WWW.BAWARCHIHARRISBURG.COM

Deshi Bazar / (7 qi&ig
Qe MR 98 Be

A trusted source of Halal
Meat, Deshi Fish, Bangladeshi
and Indian Grocery and Spices

Our specialty: %, 0o, Fieel,
ceofe @32 5% (Rui/Rohu,
Mrigel, Katla, Bhetki &
Shrimp)

Address: 282 N Frederick Ave,
Gaithersburg, MD 20876
Phone: 301-963-4418
www.deshibazarhalal.com



http://www.deshibazarhalal.com/

INVESTIGATE.
NEGOTIATE.

CELEBRATE.

That’s the sign of a RE/MAX agent™

BENGALI CULTURAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL PA
would like to thank
Vijay, Priya, Ananya & Anika Deshpande for
their generous contribution.

Tlhamk You!
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Sokolke
Sharod Shubhechchha

The Paramananda Mission engages
in serving 400 orphans and over 830
neighborhood children who attend
classes at the Paramananda Mission
Schools. The Mission provides free
health care (including a 50 bed
hospital, monthly eye surgery camps,
average Zall patients in the
outpatient clinics every day, free
medicines, Naturopathy and Yoga)
service to these students and to the
surrounding community around the
radius of twenty miles. The Mission
also has vocational training centers
including computer training centers.

For more information log on to
www.paramanandamissionindia.org
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van?uiA/z all evil and protect

you and your fami{y ‘s /zap,oinebb,

health and dreams.
Aaradhya Biswas, Tanisi Biswas,

e ®apri Biswas, Tapas Biswas

Neel, §hibani, Rnoushka & funa.

Kamal Kanti Saha
Tripti Rani Saka
Tarun Sahka
Banani Saha
0.4
Ryma Saka




Slddhanta Shashwatl -
Sabita & Sanjib Banerjee




Wishing you all a terrific Durga Pujo!
Sharod Shubhechchha for Everyone...

May maa bless you with happiness all the year through!
Wishing you a happy durga puja

Bikash Tuhin
Sumita Suparna




Price: $5.00

HEARTIEST DURGA POOJA GREETINGS

FROM
ARATRIKA, ANINDITA

z % L & INDRANIL CHAKRABARTI o

/ Creations, Yolume 1, Durgapuja, October 2016
BENGALI CULTURAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL PA




