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Durga Puja

Lisburn Fire Company Commumty Hall
1800Main Street, Mechanicsburg,J7A50
Octobei@"
5pm 10pmi BodhonSashth& Saptami PugsaratiPrasad and Dinner
Octobe@h
8ama 3pmi AshtamiNabamiDashami Puja, Prasad, L$iwctpoKhela
Cultural Program starting3pmi Dance, Musib,r a m &wala Livé
Performance BaikatHaldarVoice of Kishore Kumar kdjrand Dinner.

BENGALI CULTURAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL PA

presents

Cultural Program 2016

Featuring drama and
accomplished
musician Saikat Haldar
of NewJersey.
Also enjoy dance and
musical performances
by your favorite local
artists.

Born in Kolk&ajkat passionate Chikits@anka® hilarious and sati

about music and singing. A versatile comedy about life in the US and s

entertami:/’e?lﬁ dﬁgéormed i vagar_ies of th_e medical system
It is aSwajapresentation.

9T™H OCTOBER 2016, 3.00 PM AT THE LISBURN FIRE COMPANY COMMUNITY HALL
DINNERWILLFOLLOWTHEQULTURAIEVENT

ical
ome of th
here.
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BENGAIWLTURAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL PA

centralpaurgapuja@outlook.com
Theiews expressed in the writings thisappbbcation are the views/irdatioaspective authors
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Cover lllustratigimkit®&inharoy
Designed & Edited by: Ananya & Arunangshu Das
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Jabul Suprigyo

UNION MINISTER OF STATE
Heavy Industries & Public Enterprises
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

8th September, 2016
To

The Bengali Cultural Society of Central Pennsylvania
Harrisburg, PA, USA

It is always a great pleasure to connect with the vibrant and talented
Bengali/Indian communities of North America. Being a full time playback singer
earlier, | had the opportunity to visit many cities in North America and | have always
been amazed by the talent, enthusiasm and welcoming nature of the Bengali people
who have been living aboard.

It is really very refreshing to know the many activities of the Bengali Cultural
Society of Central Pennsylvania, particularly organizing 'Elementary Bangla
School' for 2" generation Bengali American kids, Saraswati Pujo, Mahalaya, Bijoya
Sammelani and top of everything, Bengalis' most favorite Durga Pujo. From your
greetings letter it seems that you are still a very small community and that is why
your efforts are even more applaudable.

On behalf of Bengal and India we always feel proud of you and please accept
our best wishes for your upcoming Durgapuja in Central Pennsylvania. We also wish
every success for your publication of bilingual magazine Srijan (Creations) on
the occasion Durgapuja festival. Honouring and protecting the rich heritage of the
Bengali language is always a very close to my heart.

| convey my best wishes to the organizers of Bengali Cultural Society of Central
Pennsylvania and the editorial team of the magazine Srijan.

BABUL SUPRIYO

Office: 36, Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi-110011 ¢ Phone : (+91) 11-23062676/78, 23061593, Fax : (+91) 11-23060584
Residence: 12, New Moti Bagh, New Delhi-110021 * Cell : (+91) 8800827292 * 9920033334 * 9811777143
E-mail : mos4dhi.pe@gmail.com * mosoff.dhi@nic.in

5



\(4«
7

ol
Ny
G

¥

S\
kw~;jm
-_\

t:/l

\. . m.q-.'.qv_ uﬁ

_c;.. .




@} BENGALI CULTURAL SOCIETY OF CENTRALPA ST €]

Contentfb@ K

The Amazing Dwellings of Mohtazik@hakrabarti 8

dt i n8§pwfkD¥gp w 10
A Trip to Niagara/IRalis8aha 12
My Little Polehdhattacharya 13
Little Bifdh\rmalkazi 14
A L i tDuigRupBroakdris 14
The Memorable Lancastshitdgitra 15
r&tfan{ I'] |p/Qi o | i { O] w 18
ng]lisl /Yqk Dz On py d DZ 21
My Experience at Chocolat®@fddidattacharya 22
Meeting with a Music L8giketidhriBanerjee 23
My Views on NAXB&Poorrahatterjee 24
India at a GldighiRai 28
A Religious Expefi8heshwatinerjee 29
] x] slSg/ @ DBO g dDZ 30
3t 8ad AJiCY uT x 32
My ExistehadhishBlnerjee 35
My DreaideghBanerjee 35
Crossing the Md3owon Lirkraedd&istBanerjee : 38
{(nd ¥/juK sO p dDZ 40
World Peace Sngnidevapriyand@sida 42
Qy ¢} fw]| xnw : : , 44
] §x MgnSsi¢cn { jp§~ _¢ 44

e /{BKDZq 46

g A Y T R A Ay Y ERERT \'\(mﬁ:m,u AT ,«.Lww.!L‘-TN?"‘w“‘ LR
e T — B — 4] — W e—— ——%——¥H — B 9 v
4 AR e

/}r\t‘)' 5‘ \{a

= ———— e R m— T T

o S  Crestions




BENGALI CULTURAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL PA C’fg@ﬁ@]’)g

Thédmazing Dweatindgentezuma

AratrikaChakrabarti

Mynamas Titir EverthougH livein Pennsylvanibljke
to exploredifferentpartsof the U.S.A. and the world
Differenkindsof peopleyarietyof topographwyndlocal
foodmakesme morecuriousaboutthe placethatl am
visiting

Lastsummenne andmy familywentto ArizonaDuring
our trip, we found out about Montezuma&astleand
wantedto see it for ourselves The dwellingsof
Montezumaerebuiltby theSinagug@eoplearound.000
yearsago It sitsabout90 feetup a sheerdimestoneliff
facingheadjacenBeaveCreekvhichis nearthepresent
CampVerde The reasonwhy Montezumas a well
preservecdliff dwellings becauseof its positionin a
naturagdlcovéeingorotecteffonmrainandthewind

Themainedificeheldfive storiesand twentyroomsand
wasbuiltoverthecourseof threecenturiesTheSinagua
peopldhadmembersfthetribeonthetopofthedwelling
to scantheareato seeif enemiesvereapproachinghe
eldersaandtheminorsvouldstayonthetopfloorwhilethe
menwereoutfarmingndgatheringvateandthewomen
were harvestingthe crops and taking care of the
houseworkSomepeoplethinkthatthe reasonwhythe
Sinaguachoseto build Montezumao far abovethe
groundvasprobablyo escapehethreaffloodingrom
BeaveCreek

The thingis, neitherpart of the monument'sameis
correct Whenthe Europeansbservedhe abandonec
ruinsin the 1868, theynamedt afterthe famousAztec
emperor,MontezumarThey believedthat Montezume.
constructedthe monument But the dwelling was
abandonedorethan40 yearsbeforeMontezumaas
evenborn Also,it wasneverusedas a castleandwas
morelikeanapartmertiuildingCurrenthyit is beingheld
asa nationammonumerdandmaintainelly NationaPark
Service

It's remarkabl@owthe Sinagugeoplecreatedsucha
highrisecomplexsolongagoandwasableto sheltesso
manypeople

bbb

Our Earth

Ananya Das

The sun keeps shining, thesdiiye,
the green grass sparkles with drops of dew.
thefoaming seas,
thegentle breeze,
the earth shaven for me and you.
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The Q‘(aggg Cat
Aadrijaas (Gra)le

€ éolerful Friend
Ankitdinharoy
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A Trip to Niagara Falls

RymaSaha
(Graded)

Todays FridayAugusb. WecameovisitNiagardalls On
ourwaywe had to stopfor snacksandsawlotsof farms
Whenwegotto thehotewewento theswimmingooland
afterswimmingwetooka littlerest andwentto watchthe
fireworksWe missedt becausave ate dinnerandby the
timewe gotthereit wasover ThenextdaywasSaturday
andwewentovisithefortofNiagara

Thestoryof FortNiagara

PeopldromFrancebuiltthe fortfirsttimein 1679to take

overthelandandbattledwviththe NativeAmericampeople

TheitribewascalledroquoisThentheBritistpeopleame
to occupythe landbecausef the watersourcefromthe

lakes Thenfinallyaftermanyyearsof battlethe American
peoplevontheland

12

Niagarafalls:
Thewaterfallwasprettyamazing@ndcool The fallis
locatedn betweenAmericand Canadaandyoucan
seeit fromthebothsidesofthecountryCanadiasideis
widerandbiggethenAmericaride Thewatefallnever
stops exceptin Winter whenthe top layerfreezes
.Seventyfive thousandgallonof waterfalls in one
second

Wetooka boatrideso thatwe canseetheFall from
veryclose A fewtimesrainbovpoppedautoverthefall
wealsohearda storyof 7 yearoldboywhofellinto the
Fall&survived

Mytripwasfun
bbb

Dutch Girl
Aadrifaas (Gra)le



My Little Pony

MeheBhattacharya
(Graded)

I love my little pony! The mainsix poniesare Princess
TwilightSparkle RainbowDash Rarity Fluttershyand
ApplejackKsomeothermponiesare Princess.una,Princess
CelestisandPrinces€adencel herearemanymoreod

| loveplayingvithMyL.ittlePonyToysMyfavorités Rarity
Sheis white She has purplehairtoa And she has a
magicahorn My otherfavoritgponyis Princeselestia
whohaswings,a hornlike otherprincessesnd green,
blue purpleandpinkhair Sheraiseghe Sunin Equestria
Hersistelis Princes&unawhoraiseghemoon| loveMy
LittlePony
bbb

ng Hittle bjong

Sriparridas Banerjee
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1 Geg 0MNa Burga
Rym&ahéGrads

?opaag with Flowers
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Little Bird A L i tDukg#ujaB c

Arman Kazi
(Grade?)

| see a little bird every day,
Whether it is night or day,

She flaps her wings to say,
She loves to see me every

BENGALI CULTURAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL PA G’f@?ﬁ@l’)g

Arman Kazi
(Grade?)

Alittleboyloveshecelebratioof DurgaPujaverymuch
DurgaPujais aboutvorshippinglaa DurgaMaameans
Motheiin BangldanguageThelittleb o ycéasdmother
and Grandfathewhomhe callsDidaand Dady taught
himto talkin Bangla He loveshis DaduandDidaand
missesthenmy y'much Thelittleb o yDédsiand Dida
lovehimverymuchooandtookcareof himsincehewas
avenylittlebabyandtheytaughhimhowto talkandwalk
Thelittleb o yg@redparenteft for Indiawhenhe was
almosbyearold

She hops and flies very hig
Though she ¢ @
Her wings are strong and so is her will,

She never gives up and jumpsHeoigisill,

She is my pet lovebird and her name is Phoebe,

And she is seven yearsjolstas old as me! ) _ . .
Sheand | are best friends and we play all day, Nowthelittleboyis almost/ yearsold and misseshis

And she rips paper to b PadiagdDifaeveryday'tisgragdparenisodldnet ¢ 4 g
comebecausehis Didawas not feelingwell and they
We both have taught each other a thing or two couldnottravela longwayfromindiato AmericaSothe
So we can do the things we do! ' littleboywento Indiain a longplaneridewithhisparents

| taught her to cl lumph,o SsagndhewihhspbaduandPida,Thasengrethe 75t ¢

And she taught me to keep at it even if it is hard and TsEy@nderfudlays, whichhe spentin Indiawith his
give up! DaduandDida Thelittleboyrememberalitheplaceshe

wentto andallthefunthingshedid,andallthegoodfood

| hopes h @l@ays with me so we can &alay together NeatewithhisdearlyoveaduandDida

And we never forget each other and continue to loye forever! ) ] ) ]
ThisDurgaPujahe wisheshis DaduandDidawouldoe

b b withhim He praysto DurgaMaafor DidaandD a d 1 0 s
. goodhealtrandforthemto be strongo travefromindia
to be withhim Thelittleboyis superexcitedor Durga
Pujato meetandplaywithhisfriendsto sitanddraw o
playmusictotellpoemsndstoriessingsongseatgood
food,andmostof allto showgreatmagidricksto alland
especiallyo hisbelovedaduandDida!Andtheywould
sayfDadubhdaomajaaduoboromojadr 0

{Story & poem narratedby 7 year old Armanand
composebyMom Sangitd

bbb

Clouds
Arman Kazi (@rade
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The Memorable Lancaster Trip

IshitaMitra
(Gradey)

Hello Mynamaeis IshitaMitraandin thesummenof 2016 |
tookafuntripto LancasteMyfamilyandl plannedotakea
tourof an Amishhouse Onthe way,my dadcalledup a
selleinthearea A sellenfwhatyoumayask?0Ofdogs At
thetime wewerelookingora dogto be a newmembeof
ourfamily Theowneran Amishman showedisthepuppy
wehadlookedit Hewasa Yorkimameded,andwasvery
excitedoseeus Histailstartedvagging milea minute!

My brotherand| tookturnscarryinghimand playingwith

him Thenmydadmentionegve werealsolookingor a

MaltesguppyMaltesare gentle playfubogswitha long
white coat The Amishman actuallyhad two Maltese
puppiesandbroughthembothoutof hishouseWeplayed
withall of the puppiesandwatchedhemtumblearoundn

thefloorof hisshed Wehada veryhardtimedecidingn

whichtwo puppiedgo get, so we told the Amishmanwe

woulccomebacKater afterweviewedheAmisthouseHe

offeredto showus his barn,and we saw cows, mules,
horsesandmorepuppiesTheranusthavebeemalmosten

Germashepherguppiefookingipatmeé

AfteiwebidfareweliothesellerwedroveovertotheAmish
houseltw a slimedin,justanexamplefhowAmisHived
| wassurprisedttheirsimplistitifestyl@ndhowtheywere

15

very selfsufficient They also had their own schoolgs
farmsandanimalslt wasliketheywerecutofffromthe
restof theadvancingvorld Wealsosawsomelivestoc <
at the housein the barn, like peacockssheep,and
chickendNextwehadfoodata Chineseestaurangndit
wasdelicious!

Aftetheexquisiteuisinewewento PetSmaib pickup

someessentialforthedogsWegota cratewateibowls
foodbowls,and droveto the bankto get the money,
becaus¢heAmistmanwanteadash ButtheATMatemy
d a c¢cdrdiHe gotit backlaterbecausesomethingvas
wrongwiththemachinebutwe justusedhisothercard

Weheadedffto getourbrandnewdogsWhenwe got
there we putJedandoneof the Maltesén ourcarand
paidthe man He saidgoodbyeandwe begarthelong
journeyniome

Myfamilyandl arereallyhappywe gotthedogs Jedis
nownamedChoco(as in chocolatedndthe Maltesas
CreamTheyarehealthyandenergetiandmakeourlives
awholdotbetter!

bbb
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My Experience at Chocolate World

MehaBhattacharya
(Graded)

| hadbeenwaitingor a verylongtimeto see my best
friendvhalivesin Ohicandwehadcomeupwiththeidea

forherfamilyto cometo ourhouseButthemostexciting
partwasthatwewouldjettogotoHershey!

| wasexcitedvhen gotthenewsandevenmoreexcited
whenrshearrivedWherreached gaveheratouraround
my houseandwe wereboththrilledto havesomefun
Sheand| bothdecidedo startby organizingurbeds
thenwhenwe gotsettleddownwe hadsomedinneiand
wentobed | knewthatthenextdaywouldeamazing!

In the morningboth of us wentaheadand had some
breakfasindchangedt wastimeto go!Whilanthecar
we wantedo do somethingso we bothstartedo play
aroundwithher babycousinand beforewe knewit we
werethere

Whilewalkinghe adultsstartedo takepicturesndwe

kindof hadto waitfortenminutesintilwefinallywalked
throughhedoorsl wantedhentogoonthetourridebut
hergrandmavasona wheelchasowehadto gotothe

back Theridewasfunandmyfavoritgpartwaswhernthe

cowsstartedingingWhenvegotoutall of usdecidedo

takesomemorepicturebythechocolatstatues

Thebestpartcamenextwegottomakeourown

chocolatbarsThefirststepwastoinserpurticketand
choosehebase fillingsandtoppingsNextwe wentinto
thelineandscannedurticketsagairto starttheprocesd
thoughtit was reallycool that we got to see how our
chocolatevasmade We waitedn the lineandthenwe
wento makethedesigriorthebox Aftethedesigninae
wentto the otherdinefor pickingup ourboxesBothof us
gaveourticketdhenwereceivedurboxesNextall of us
wentaheadandboughsomemerchandisandgotsome
ice creamanddrinks We all wenthomeafterthatandit
wasareallyfunandexcitinglay!

bbb

Flower & Tree
Arman Kazi (@rade
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Meeting with a Music Legend

SiddhantaBanerjee
(Grade?)

One day ntablaeacher told me that we were goin
have a performance next month. He also told me

there would be other students who would play vari
instruments. | got excited because this was my se

performance on stage. We started practicing the
and the beats tabla After a week or two, he said n
we needed to have rehearsal together with all the
students. Me and a couple of other studahta on

pianopctopagguitar and some singers were practici K

his house for the performance. When he announg
we will be performing to wels@vieKrishnamurthy,
the parents were surprised. | didn't know who she
| asked my dad who WasitaKrishnamurthy. When |
told me that she is a famous Indian singer, | was

excited to meet her. | even listened to some of he

On the day of the performance | was veryaagcited

23

nervousWe wentto the countryclubhalland
setup ourinstrument®Wewalkedaroundand
ate snacksuntilit wastimefor arrival Finally,
Mrs KavitaKrishnamurthgame and we all
greetecher Afterintroductiong, wastimefor
us to go on stage | was still prettynervous
becausd was playingfor suchan importani
personWe performedhe welcomesongand
somemusicl feltawesomeéecauseve hadan
amazingerformanc&hecameon stageand
told us howshe startedlearningnusicat an
earlyage andthe passiorshe had for music
She told us to dedicatesometimein music
Thenwewaitedn linetotakea picturavithhetr
Oncewetookpictures requestetierhusband,
Mr. L. Subramanignto autographmy tabla
noteboak

Inconclusiohamveryfortunatéo meetsucha
wel known person, Kavita Krishnamurthy
Hopefullyjn the futurel get to meetmore
people

Aadrifaas (Grale



My View on NAH®G

PoornaChatterjee
(Gradeb)

¢

HaveyouheardaboutNABCbhefor® It standsfor North
AmericanBengali Conferencealso known as Banga
Sammelanlt is an amazingconventionvhereBengali
peoplefrom all aroundNorthAmericaand Indiacome
togetherand performall differenkindsof arts Thefirst
everBanga&Sammelawasheldin NewY orkCityjustlike
thisyearexceptn 1981 Thatis whypeopleveresogaga
aboutit this year Thisyear,it tookplaceon July1,2,3
2016 |amgoingo betellingyouaboutheperformance,
securityfood,andwater the up anddownsidesof all of
them

ThisyeartherewereamazingenuesikeMadisoisquare
Garden,Hammersteitdall, and Hotel Pennsylvania
BallroomAll of themhadspacefor peopleWhilel amon

the topic of the venues,let me tell you about the

security Everywhertherewassecuritywhichwasreally
goodto makesurenothinggot pastthem Theychecked
insideourbags,madesureno wateror foodgotin. They
evenhada dogto sniffoutthe food,| thoughthatwas

prettycool

I had seen many programs, now | am going to share
five, not including the ones which | perforrizhity.
liked the openigjrjuMahardpad a very well

choreographé&dthalgroup dance. | had lelatitaka
North Indian classical dance form. From an eadlyl ag

BENGALI CULTURAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL PA G‘fgg‘ﬁ@ps

andl hadalwaysookedipto him Nowat 11yearsold,
watchingandiBirjuMaharajlanceattheyounggeof
78 mademe stunnedl couldseethatthe tukrasand
mudrasveresharpandlookedbeautifulevenfroma
longdistancd,wasin awe Theraveremanyariations,
like the rainbowMaaDurga and the peacockthe
lightingnatcheaviththedanceit lookedunning Sotho
KontheRabindranativas amazingand both of my
parentparticipateth beingthenarratorgorthesongs
thatwerebeautifullyungoy peoplefall50statesNext
is obviouslyhe Cookingshowwhichwasa playabout
two coupleswho are bothcompetingn Youtubeto
makethe bestcookinghowsossiblelt washilarious,
andalongwiththe othercharacterazhichmadeit even
funnierOneofthecouplesveredoingustplainrecipes
whilethe othercouplevascookingvithgarbagewww
Eventhoughit wasa little disgustingalongwith the
props,the dialoguesand the humor it was just too
funny Theaudiencevaslaughinghewholgimeandit
was definitelyone of the best shows! My father
participateih thisplayandeveryonéidamazingNext
was the unforgettabl&ujoy Prasad | didn't really
understanavhat was goingon unlikeeveryoneelse
aroundme Peoplewere sobbingclappingand all
around spellboundby Sujoy Prasad's amazing
performanceéwasamazeathowsomeoneouldnake
peopleawestrucky puttingemotiorintowords| was
amazedWhild amonthetopicofamazingeoplevho
canreallymakea statemeniviththeirvoice let'snot
forget about Kaushik Sen and Raya
Bhat t aahaindyahablsarathrutinatok(talk
theater)| lovedit becausd couldunderstand andl
was amazedat how well they could make people
spellboundithonlytheirvoiceandnotevenact! Last
but certainlynot the leasé é. SunidhiChauhanMy
gosh] lovedhersingingit wasabsolutelgmazingnd
shewasinteractingiththecrowdEveryongotupand
we wereall dancingandswayingo the music! loved

> Ysiffethebest!

Now here are some of the other programswhichl
enjoyed The film festival,there were so many
eiftferestinlmsaboutso manydifferenthingsandwe

had heard the name in the course of learningesany

gottowatchalittlebitofeachWeevergottomeetwith
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thestars Then,s theawardceremony lovedthatthey
gave out awardsto very hard workingpeople Then,
anothefavoritdkaushikiSheis oneof myfavoritdndian
classicaingersKarthilbasBauls oneof myfavoritdéolk
singersand he was just amazingand everyonewvas
clappinglongitwassomuctfun

I hadparticipateoh twoshows ;TandraHin Sohormwhich
meanghe citywhichneversleepsvhichwasaboutNew
YorkCity It wasa contemporaballedanceperformance
withmanydifferentlancexplainingboumanydifferent
thingssuchaswork CentraPark tunnelandbridgesand
somuchmore Thenextperformanoghichl participatec
in wasAlokanandR o yJésssChrisandKrishnal had
thepartofanangellt wasamazindpecausé gotto work
withthe a worldfamoudirectarl wasso happyto be
doinga performanaeithher,l reallyhadanamazingime
doingperformancesdwatchinthem!
Nowwecomeothebadstuff

In HotelPennsylvanitherew a staodnmuchspaceand

peopléhadto crowdn, | feltlikel wasgoingto suffocate
plustherew a samy@itconditioningndif therewasand

itwason,| didn'feelanythingMymotheandl nearlygot
trampledvhentheysaidthattheyweregoingto cancel
R a g h@mogramd guesshepeoplaverereallylooking
forwardo seeinghim. Anothebadthingwasthewalking
distancketweethevenuesTheyweresofarawayandit

wastiringand painfuto walkthatmuchin oneday The
downsidéo thisis thatevenaftermydanceperformance
with AninditaMukhapadhyay TandraHin Sohorand

AlokanandRoyin Krishnaand JesusChristin Madison
SquareGardentherewasno waterto replenistmythirst
orfoodif | washungryWehadto gooutofthevenudor
wateiorfood Thenwehadto gothrougtsecurityagainl

mearcomeonreallythey'valreadgheckedsoncé

| reallyenjoyedNABC016but,asyoucanseetherewere
someamazinghingsbut therewerealso thingswhich
we r esmngdad | thinkthis BongoSammelanwas
amazingvegottomeethestardikeAlokanandaoyand
SujoyPrasadwe gotto performin big hallswhichare
knowracrosgheglobeandbestof allwegotto meetup
withourfellonBengalisvhichincluddriendsfamilyand
newfriends
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Wishing you

Good Health, Happiness, Prosperity

Success

And much more...

dhose o fogous Dunga P

Vikram Mukherjee, Manik Mukherjee,
pSatyajit Mukherjee & Asha Makam Mukherjee g

.




PDEN SURGEONS PC

Dr. Arup K. Saha
Board Certified
General & Laparoscopic Surgeon

Dr. Saha is dedicated to providing
ellent service to you and your family

789 Poplar Church Road, Camp Hill
717-635-7889

— "Ya devi sarbabhuteshshu,sakti rupena
= sanksthita Namasteshwai Namasteshwai
Namastexawai namo namaha.”

®90e® },D.Qe.
%

;L

Tappy
Durga Puja
e royou/!

Pooja Saha, Sushma Saha
Arup Saha, Namrata Haldlpur
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India at a Glance

Mythili Pai
(Graded)

Mynamads MythilPai | recentlyisitedndiasol amwriting
somehingsaboutndia

Indiahas29 statesandits capitals NewDelhi Indiais the

7thlargestountrynlandandis 1.269milliormiles|tis 2nd

in populatioh2 billiorpeopldivein Indiaandis thebiggest
democraciyp theworldlt is alsocalledBharataftera great
kingnamedharatp

Theofficialanguagés Hindi Indiasharests borderswith
Pakistarand Afghanistaan the westandBangladesand
Myanmaontheeast It is surroundely the Arabiarseaon
the southwest,Bay of Bengalon southeastand Indian
oceanon the south TheNortherdoundarys madeup of
Himalayas,Sinkiangorovinceof China,Tibet,Nepaland
Bhutan Indiais separatedrom Sri Lankaby a narrow
channebfseaformedythePalkStraiandGulfof Mannar
Theraarefiveseasoni Indiaandtheyarewintersummer,
rainy season(monsoon)springand autumn The Indian
climatas stronglynfluencetly theHimalayaandtheThar
Desertpothof whichdrivethe economicallgnd culturally
importarsummeandwintemonsoons

Thereare94 nationaparksin India Thereare501Wildlife
Sanctuarigs India Thenationahnimabf Indiais thetiger
Thenationabirdis a peacockr henationdtruitis mango
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Thenational flower is the lotus. Banyastiree
national tree of India.

Indighas several rivers some of which are Ganga
YamungSaraswat(Godavari, Narmaldayeri
Brahmaputrishipra

TheSAKACalendds the nationedlendeof India.
Thereare a lot of places of pilgrimage inllAdial2
Jyotirlinga&. Chardhar& Golden temple

4. Tirupati/Tirum&lBadrinath tempeKali templ€ali
ghat?. Shrisailar® SabarimafaHaridwatQ
Varanasi and many more

Indiagot its independence on Aubbidi947 The
Indian constitution came into fo&@halanuary950
Thepresent Prime minister of Intfla idarendra
Modi Werecently celebrated oth Independence
day.

| belong tthe holandof Indiand am proud to be a
HindeAmerican.
JaiHind
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A Religious Experience

ShashwatiBanerjee
(Gradell)

| loveto learnaboutplacesand their uniquetraditions
Recentlyl hadthe chanceto visitIndiaand learnmore
aboutheritualofVaranasindHaridwar

In Varanadivisitedhe KashiVishvanatiemplelt is one
of themostfamouddinduemplesindis dedicatetb Lord
Shiva It is locatedin the holy city of VaranasiUttar
Pradeshndia

Thetemplestandson the westerrbankof the holyriver
Gangaandis oneof thetwelvelyotirlingashe holiesof

Shivatemples The KashiVishwanatitempleis widely
recognizeasoneofthemosimportarglaceofworshipn

Hindureligion Thistemplewas builtin 1780 Insidethe

KashVishvanathempléstheJyotirlingaf ShivaA visitto

thetempleanda bathin theriverGangess oneof many
methodsbelievedto lead one on a path to Moksha
(liberatiorhe KashiVishwanatkemplereceivesaround
3,000visitoreveryday Oncertairoccasionthenumbers
reach1,000000 and more Thereare threedomeseach
madeupofpuregold

In Haridwat visitedHar Ki Pauri Jai GangaMaaHar Ki
Pauriis a famousghaton the banksof the Gangesn
Haridwam the Indianstateof Uttarakhand hisrevered
placeis the majodandmarlf the holycity of Haridwart
wasbuiltinthefirstcentunB.C. Literally’Hal meansLord
ShivaWhaisthegod,'Ki"meansof"and'Paurimeans
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"steps"LordShivaandLordVishnwarebelievedo have
visitedthe Brahmakunoh Har Ki Pauriin the Vedic
times Thereis a largefootprinsaidto belongo Lord
Vishnwna stonewall

Eacheveningat sunsetpriestsperformGangaAarti
here, when lights are set on the water to drift
downstreanf largenumbeiof peoplegatheron both
thebanksfriverGangeso singits praisesThepriests
holdlargefire bowlsin theirhandsthe gongsin the
templesat the Ghatstartringingandchantdill the air.
PeopldloatDiyas withburnindglickersand flowersn
themasa symbobfhopeandwishesThegolderhues
of floraldiyasreflectedn the river Gangespresents
spectaculaiew

In conclusion,amveryfortunatéo havevisitedhese
cultureichcitiesandacquirean understandingf their
traditiondHopefullyin thefuturd amableto visitmore
placesandlearrmoreabouthem
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https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.indianholiday.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Kashi-Vishwanath-Temple-in-Uttar-Pradesh.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.indianholiday.com/blog/most-famous-shiva-temples-in-india/&docid=S00VYAysCXha-M&tbnid=3H94DdPrMpFECM:&w=640&h=426&bih=678&biw=1123&ved=0ahUKEwjbkLz3jabOAhVM9YMKHYibAFoQMwg8KBgwGA&iact=mrc&uact=8

